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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


ISLAMIC NEWS AGENCY IN FINANCIAL CLOSURE DANGER 
BKO50529 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 0518 GMT 5 Feb 87 


[Article by Amin Hussaini Harun] 


[Text] Kus .a Lumpur, 5 Feb (OANA-BERNAMA)--The International Islamic News 
Agency (IINA), now debtridden, is in danger of being closed down if Islamic 
nations fail to bail it out immediately. 


Once financially strong, IINA is now in debt of SR8.3 million (about U.S.$2.3 
million) due to misuse of its funds and mismanagement by certain executives 
of the agency, said its newly-appointed acting director-general, Ahmad Farrag. 


In a "shocking" revelation of the "true" situation facing this Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) information organ, Ahmad told BERNAMA in Kuwait 
that support from the 46 OIC member countries had deteriorated over the years. 


At the end of 1985, only seven countries--Malaysia, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bangladesh and Pakistan-—have fully paid their contributions. 


Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Morocco have also paid their share for last year. 


Fifteen other countries made partial payments while 24 other nations had not 
contributed a cent to the agency, Farrag said. 


He said though total share of IINA in OIC budgets until last year, in accordance 
with the resolutions adoted by OIC foreign ministers conference, was U.S. 
$3,650,000, the agency received only U.S.$77,49 [figure as received]. 


IINA began operations in June 1972 to promote and maintain the "great" Islamic 
cultural heritage, establish closer, professional ties and technical coopera- 
tion among news agencies in member states, and increase Muslim understanding 
of Islamic, social and economic matters. 





IINA services to individual Islamic news agencies includes the exchange of 
information, articles, features and photographs, and to make the exchange 
of reporters easy and feasible. 














After tasting some success in the early stages with 21 Islamic agencies 
receiving its service, the activities eventually deteriorated and today its 
cooperation was confined to only five news agencies. 


In his written report to the OIC summit in Kuwait last week, he pin-pointed 
several abuses of power, misuse of the agency's funds by certain executives, 
forgery of reports to the OIC information ministers conferences on IINA's 
administration and financial situation, and non-observance and wrong implemen- 
tation of resolutions. 


The Kuwait meeting decided on the formation of a commission of inquiry to 
investigate the difficulties facing the agency and to find ways for its 
revival. 


Farrag, is also the OIC's Islamic (?Brotherhood) Organisation (ISBO) secretary- 
general. 


/7358 
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EGYPT 


SALAH ABU ISMA'IL DISCUSSES ACHIEVING POLITICAL POWER 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 12 Jan 87 p 6 


[Article by His Eminence al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il: "An Answer to AL-MUKHTAR 
AL-ISLAMI: What Is the Matter with You? How Do You Make Judgments? We Thank the 
Liberal Party for a Response That We Could not Have Imagined; the Liberal Party 
Did Everything We Wanted"] 


[Text] The articles that are written by our colleagues in AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI 
are probably the farthest articles from being selected Islamic writings, which 
is what the title of the publication means I very much hoped that I could stay 
objective: I wanted to spare the phrase, selected writings, and show 
appreciation for the screening, selecting and winnowing which are implied by it. 
I very much hoped that I could stay objective because these selected writings 
are described as Islamic, a word whose sanctity is such that one's life and all 
that is precious can be sacrificed for it. 


I read Dr Fahmi al-Shinnawi's reply in issue number 48 of AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI, 
but I could find nothing more to say about his reply except to ask him to re- 
read the article to which he had written a reply. If he were to rid himself of 
passion, he would see for himself what anyone with two eyes can see. 


In the same issue I also found a statement by Dr Muhammad Muru entitled, "Have 
Mercy on Us so that God May Have Mercy on You." I very much hoped that my reply 
could have appeared in the same issue of the magazine, but the person I 
contacted after the issue was published is one with whom I do rot agree about 
submitting the reply. I learned that he thought it was likely that the magazine 
not publish what I write. In my own mind I associated that reply with what all 
readers had observed. They had noticed that my article appeared in smaller 
print and that in many cases important parts of it had been deleted. 


With a great deal of humility, it would give me a great deal of pleasure to 
present to readers, in general, and to those who are interested in the appli- 
cation of the canonical laws of Islam, in particular, an Islamic, political and 
legislative experience. I do so with much hope that this article will turn them 
into a positive force working with us to achieve the application of God's laws, 
an objective we have been hoping for and seeking. This hope we have is one that 
depends on numbers and methods. When we say numbers, we mean the majority in the 
People's Assembly; and when we say methods, we mean those who make up that 








majority. We hope that those people will turn away from secularism and renounce 
it, and we hope they will <urn toward Almighty God. 


If we were to look at the democratic climate in any country, we would find that 
in Egypt, a country that adheres to democracy, there are three authorities: 


1. The legislative authority is the one that is made up of the People's 
Assembly. The majority in that assembly enacts laws and decrees even if those 
laws and decrees sanctioned forbidden acts such as consuming alcohol and char- 
ging interest on funds. The majority in that assembly enacts laws even if those 
laws nullified matters that are sacred, such as the penalties mandated by God. 
This legislative authority can be put to good use only by means of an Islamic © 
majority that is elected by the Egyptian people to declare obedience to God. 


But the proponents of an Islamic system in Egypt are still not registering 
themselves to vote, and they are not running for office as candidates for the 
People's Assembly. In fact, they are small, fragmented and discordant groups 
that lack a general, unifying leadership. They do not believe in a leadership 
that could unite them, nor do they listen to advice from someone like me. And 
since they can't be bothered to look into our experience in the People's 
Assembly, they are abandoning the field to the secularists who are duty bound to 
follow directions from political parties at the expense of their commitment to 
Islamic duties. 


2. The judicial authority is that which issues judgments in accordance with the 
laws enacted by the People's Assembly. The courts may rule in a manner other 
than that which was decreed by God. The noble reader may remember a news report 
about an adulterer who had sexual relations with his divorced sister-in-law. Two 
children were born to that woman as a result of those sexual relations, which 
took place while the man was still married to his wife. A third child is also on 
the way. The prosecutor in Bulaq al-Dakrur to whom this crime was reported said 
that he found nothing in the positive laws which considered this heinous crime a 
crime that was punishable. Under positive law no crime has been committed in 
this case since the adulteress had no husband, was over 18 years old, and the 


a adultery took place in private by mutual consent. Positive law stipulates that 





unless an act is explicitly defined as a crime in positive laws, it cannot be 
considered a crime and a penalty cannot be imposed. In this regard Koranic or 
Islamic provisions are not considered. 


Consider, noble reader, how the judicial authority pays no attention to texts 
from the Koran and the tradition of the prophet when a judge is not bound by the 
Koran and the tradition. Instead, he is bound by the positive laws which are 
issued by the People's Assembly and approved by the president of the republic. 


3. The executive authority is that which carries out the judgments of the 
courts. It is manifested in the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the police 
force. 


This is the reality of the situation in Egypt. Proponents of an Islamic system 

will not be able to change that situation if they refuse to come together ina 

party. Such a party can be one of their own, or it can be one that the committee 
on political parties allows them to join. This committee will not allow 











proponents of an Islamic system to form their own party. The stars in the skies 
could be more attainable than a political party for the proponents of an Islamic 
system sanctioned by the committee on political parties in Egypt! And even after 
the new law was issued, allowing individuals to run for office in addition to 
being listed on the proportional lists, only 48 won in the election. That is 
only 9.3 percent of the vote. But to make decisions or enact laws one must have 
at least 50 percent of the vote plus 1 of those attending an assembly session, 
and the assembly cannot be convened unless at least half of its members are 
present. If half of the members were present, and all the independents agreed 
unanimously on one decision or law, their unanimity would be worthless if they 
did not agree with the majority. That is why proponents of an Islamic system 
must join political parties. They must have the vehicle of a political party if 
they want the canonical laws of Islam to be applied. 


How Do We Apply the Canonical Laws of Islam? 
To apply the canonical laws of Islam the following must be done: 


A. Islamic bills must be drafted in the hope that the People's Assembly will 
pass them, and that is something which has been done. 


B. The Legislative and Constitutional Affairs Committee to which the previous 
People's Assembly referred Islamic bills on July 1, 1982 must write a report on 
the matter. This is the report that we are still waiting for the committee to 
write. 


C. The present People's Assembly must approve the reintroduction of Islamic 
bills which had failed to pass at the end of the previous session of the 
assembly. The present assembly is to turn over those bills to the authorized 
committees. According to the rules, this is something that must be done, but Dr 
Rif'at al-Mahjub, the present speaker of the assembly, has failed to do it. 
Although the bill regulating People's Assembly elections was presented to the 
assembly and then rushed to the Advisory Council and [back to] the People's 
Assembly to became law in less than 1 week, we see the People's Assembly 
deciding one time to refer Islamic laws to the Legislative Committee, then 
changing its mind about that and deciding that the laws which are in effect 
should be purged of everything that violates Islamic doctrine. And then the 
assembly changes its mind about that too. When the president addressed the 
assembly at the beginning of this parliamentary session, he said nothing about 
the application of the canonical laws of Islam. Then the prime minister issued 
his statement on 29 December 1986, and he too said nothing about the application 
of the canonical laws of Islan. 


D. There has to be a majority of people in the People's Assembly who actually 

believe in God and His messenger. Most of the existing majority, however, shows 
interest in secularism which separates religion from the state. This majority 

complies with the directives of the ruling party, but it is not bound by God's 
commands. 


In order to maintain a tight grip on its majority, the ruling party made propor- 
tional party l:sts the means by which one can win a seat in the People's 











Assembly. In other words, no one can win a seat in the People's Assembly unless 
he is nominated by his party. Independents are the exception to that rule; as I 
mentioned, the election law allows them to nominate themselves. 


If millions of individuals were to declare themselves candidates to serve in the 
People's Assembly, only 48 of them would be allowed to attain their objective. 


The ruling party thus wanted to retain the system of lists. What remains to be 
done is to contest the constitutionality of the election laws. 


Anyone who gets to the assembly on one of the lists and wants to retain his 
place in the assembly and his name on the party's list must comply with the 
directives of his party's leaders. Anyone who departs from that course will not 
find his way back to the assembly unless he does that on his own as an 
individual. 


As matters become more and more complicated, individuals become exhausted and 
worn out and they drop out of the race before they can reach one objective or 
adopt another. 


After realizing that fact, I had to look for the way that would lead to the 
ultimate objective, which is the application of the canonical laws of Islam. I 
concluded that a party was inevitable. 


The National Party does not want to apply the canonical laws of Islam, nor does 
it want to purge the positive laws of those provisions which violate Islamic 
doctrine. The smaller parties have no hope of winning eight percent of the total 
vote, ind that is a condition that any candidate whose name appears on the lists 
of any party must meet to win in an election. 


An Example 


Because of everything that has already been said, an agreement was reached 
between the Wafd party and Mr Ahmad Taha, who is now a member of the People's 
Assembly. Although he is not a member of the Wafd Party, his name did appear on 
the Wafd's lists of candidates for the first precinct in North Cairo, and he was 
elected to the assembly. Thus, one individual could benefit from the popularity 
of the Wafd Party throughout the country, and the party could benefit from one 
individual in a certain precinct. Because Mr Ahmad Taha was concerned about 
retaining his independence and his leftist stand, he kept in his billfold the 
agreement that was reached between him and Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din in which the 
latter admits to Mr Ahmad Taha that he is not a member of the Wafd Party even 
though his name appears as a candidate on the party's lists. 


Thus, while the Wafd Party made its aforementioned agreement with leftist ten- 
dencies, Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din made another agreement with the Islamic tendency. In 
that agreement Mr Siraj-al-Din promised that he would call for the application 
of the canonical laws of Islam in the People's Assembly. Mr Siraj-al-Din issued 
a statement to that effect that was published in all newspapers on 11 March 
1984, before the May 1984 elections. 








At the same time Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din announced that the Wafd Party had enough 
room for the entire nation. He said the party could encompass all the nation's 
tendencies even if they contradicted each other. 


Dr Wahid Ra'fat, a secularist whose secularism is too well-known to be a secret 
to anyone, is in the Wafd Party with the proponents of an Islamic system. In 
fact, Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din himself declared in AL-AHALI in April 1986 that 
secularism was the legacy of the Wafd party. Dr Nu'man Jum'ah also declared in 
AL-=MUSAWWAR Magazine that the Wafd Party was a political school and that its 
role ended at the boundaries of politics. He said that the Wafd Party had 
nothing to do with the application of the canonical laws of Islam. 


No wonder the Wafd stabbed me in the back when I called for the application of 
the canonical laws of Islam in the People's Assembly! Mr Mumtaz Nassar took the 
floor to comment on my appeal, and he szid that al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il 
spoke only ror himself. He also said the Supreme Committee of the New Wafd Party 
had accepted my resignation. I had not resigned from the party. In fact, I 
continue.t to challenge them in newspapers, and I asked them to make a copy of my 
resignation and print it in the newspapers if whet they were saying was true. I 
wrote that in an article entitled, "They Will Know Tomorrow Who Is the Most Evil 
Liar." I vould have filed a law suit against the Wafd party because I ama 
charter member of the party and I serve on its supreme committee and on its 
parliamentary committee. But my sense of dignity did not allow me to hold on to 
the company of people who do not like sincere advisers. They were treacherous 
when they ousted me from the party, and they lied when they claimed I had 
resigned. They failed to produce my alleged resignation, and they would have 
produced it had they been telling the truth. 


This is the truth about the Wafd's attitude toward me. My attitude toward the 
Wafd separated me from that party because of my commitment to Islam. The party 
had seen my determination to collect the signatures of assembly members ona 
petition calling for the application of the canonical laws of Islam. I was 
ousted from the party after I was overheard at a conference responding to a 
question that was put to me. I was asked where I would stand if my affiliation 
with the party were to come into conflict with my Islamic work. I said then that 
I would walk away from the party, and that, of course, would be the least I 
could do as a Muslim. That is why I was ousted from the party, and the party 
claimed that I had resigned. They did not want to be blamed for my departure 
from the party, but they wanted to cling to the coat tails of Islam by making 
statements in a variety of situations and speeches claiming that they want to 
apply the canonical laws of Islam. And now let me ask my dear fellow Muslim Dr 
Muhammad Muru, "Do you think that I could have stayed with the Wafd after all 
that and still be in accord with what God Almighty said? God said, "Allah has 
instructed you in the Book that when you hear His revelations being denied or 
ridiculed you must not sit and listen to them unless they engage in other talk, 
or else you shall yourselves become like them. Allah will surely gather in Hell 
the hypocrites and the unbelievers" [al-Nisa': 140]. 


Does Dr Muhammad Muru find me to be faithful to my mission and my tendency, or 
does he think that I betrayed both? Right now my objective and that of the Wafd 
Party are .iametrically opposed. Would you have been satisfied, Dr Muru, had I 
stayed with the party at the expense of my beliefs? 


“ 











I was ousted from the party, and membership in a political party continued to be 
a condition for being nominated in an election until the new law was issued on 
Tuesday, 30 December 1986. 


I may have thought that Muslim Brothers would have to champion their fellow 
Muslim Brother who was concerned about establishing some liaison between them 
and the Wafd Party. And they may still do that, because it seems that their 
political prospects with the Wafd Party have come to a dead end since that party 
will not take their objectives in consideration after using their help to win 
the sweeping popularity it wanted. After I was ousted by the Wafd, I spent 14 
months trying to settle matters with the Muslim Brothers out of my concern for 
the honor implied in being affiliated with them. This is an honor that I will 
cherish as long as I live, God willing. I say this knowing that I seek nothing 
from them and there is nothing they can offer me to make me say this. I have 
been waiting for the party they intend to establish, but they have not done so 
yet. The days are going by; the opportunity is slipping; the gap is widening; 
and the hope is becoming din. 


If the Muslim Brothers were to petition the committee on political parties in 
Egypt to allow them to establish a party, their request will not be granted. If 
they were to pursue the tortuous route of the courts, that route will take 
forever. 


Running for elective office has now become one of the principles that Muslim 
Brothers agree upon. Now, they also accept the principle of joining a party that 
can accommodate their mission. And yet the Muslim Brothers are not joining any 
of the existing parties. They tried but failed to reach an agreement with the 
Ummah Party. Then they negotiated with the Liberal Party which accepted all 
their conditions. Nevertheless, they still felt that they should take their time 
and give the matter further consideration. 


The Liberal Party Grants Us What We want 


So I joined the Liberal party to work with those in it on the task of purging 
the party of those faults that proponents of an Islamic system find in the 
party. The Liberal party gave us everything we asked and even more than we had 
imagined. For that it has our thanks. 


The party retracted its recognition of the Camp David Accords and took its 
newspaper out of the hands of Mahmud ‘Awad, a Nasirist, who had not joined the 
party. They deleted the word, socialist, which used to be part of the party's 
name. Proponents of an Islamic system who were persuaded by my appeal joined the 
Liberal Party, and that would have been a great settlement of affairs. But what 
happened afterwards? 


I hope that Dr Muhammad Muru will be patient with me since I've spoken at length 
to provide the background for what he said were the emotional difficulties he 
had with what he described as my moving around between political parties. I am 
not one of those people who move around because I want to move around. I ama 
fighter for the cause of God. I change my position, but not my objective. A man 
who fights for the cause of God does indeed change his position to avoid 
conflict or to show his preference for a group. 











What happened after that in the Liberal party? We had decided as a party to 
boycott the elections for the Advisory Council. The president of the party 
himself made that announcement at popular conferences, and that announcement was 
also published in his newspaper. 


But then the president of the party violated that decision when he accepted an 
appointment to the Advisory Council. That dealt a severe blow to the party's 
growth among the people. Accepting the appointment to the Advisory Council 
violated the decision that was made to boycott the elections. I asked Mr Mustafa 
Kamil Murad to continue serving as president of the party provided that he give 
up the appointment to the Advisory Council. I also asked him to give up the 
presidency of the party if he chooses to accept the appointment to the Advisory 
Council. I told him that I would resign if he refused. 


Does Dr Muhammad Muru find my conduct to be unjustified? 


I was adamant about resigning, but the Muslim Brothers' Guidance Office inter- 
vened. We had been courting the Muslim Brothers in an effort to persuade them to 
join the Liberal Party so they would honor its lists of candidates to the 
elections. That would guarantee the Liberal Party's honor, and it would provide 
the Muslim Brothers with a partisan vehicle to legislative power. It would also 
guarantee the proponents of an Islamic system a forum from which they can appeal 
to the people of Egypt and ask for their valuable confidence so they could call 
for the application of the canonical laws of Islam in the People's Assembly. If 
they should win a majority of the vote, they could even decide to apply the 
canonical laws of Islam. When the Muslim Brothers' Guidance Office intervened 
to resolve the conflict between me and the Liberal party, I had great hopes that 
proponents of an Islamic system would join the Liberal Party. I thought that 
that hope was about to materialize, and it seemed to me that that hope would not 
evaporate in thin air. And I am certainly anxious to see all the proponents of 
an Islamic system join together in one party. So I found myself caught between 
what is important and what is even more important, and I remembered the prophet, 
may God bless him and grant him salvation, when he decided in favor of 
maintaining contact with people over renovating the structure of the Ka'ba 
according to Ibrahim's rules. So I changed my mind and decided in favor of what 
was more important. I went along with the wishes of the Muslim Brothers' 
Guidance Office and continued to serve as its guardian for that partisan vehicle 
in the hope that proponents of an Islamic system would join the Liberal Party. 
But they did not. 


Building Here and Tearing Down There 


My voice was becoming hoarse; time was running out; and the opportunity was 
fading. While secularists got together, proponets of an Islamic system became 
fragmented. To my surprise I was being stabbed in the back by al-Hamzah Di'bis, 
Yusuf al-Badri and others while I was holding popular conferences and joining my 
colleagues in desperate attempts to build up the Liberal party. I was holding 
conferences, writing articles, making speeches and statements and spending money 
and energy, not because of any personal objective I was seeking. All I wanted 
was that my appeal for the application of the canonical laws of Islam become an 
experience with a legacy, a road to follow, and a history. I wanted hope to 
shine on that experience; I wanted the effort that was put into it to be 














related; and I wanted the idea behind it to be outlined and traced. As an 
individual my capabilities and resources are finite end limited, as are the 
lives, capabilities and resources of other individuals. There is no doubt that I 
wanted to find a party that would adopt this hope and nurture that legacy. I was 
looking for a party in which people would pledge to cach other that they will 
fight to see the day when the canonical laws of Islam are applied. That is what 
I had in mind when I thought I would go along with the Guidance Office's request 
to go back to my position in the Liberal party. 


But then al-Hamzah Di'bis wrote an article which appeared in the newspaper, 
AL-NUR, on 19 November under the title, "A Word of Enlightenment." In that 
article Mr Di'bis contradicted everything that was published by that newspaper 
on 12 November 1986. This then was the situation: Mr al-Hamzah Di'bis was 
discrediting the vice president of the party, who is this humble person, on the 
pages of the party's newspaper, and he was branding me with what he claimed were 
characteristics of Islam. 


My dear Dr Muhammad Muru, do you think that the proponerts of an Islamic system 
reacted to this in any way? Do you think my colleagues reacted in the way I had 
hoped they would? When you read AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI do you find that I am no 
longer a target of attack? You accused me of saying that the Wafd party 
manifested the nation's mental attitudes. As God is my witness I did not make 
such a statement. When and where did I make such a statement? 


God who hears all and sees all attests that I made no such statement. Anyone who 
Claims otherwise should come up with the proof. I was promoting the Wafd Party, 
hoping that the party and its leader would keep their word and uphold the agree- 
ment we had made in the interests of Islam and the proponents of an Islamic 
system. But the Wafd Party betrayed me in the manner that I described earlier. 
Does Dr Muru think that I should have continude to promote the Wafd after the 
party betrayed me? Did Dr Muhammad Muru read what I wrote in all newspapers to 
clarify the truth and to defend myself? 


When I was satisfied with the Wafd, I spoke about its best attributes and I 
publicized my agreement with it. When I became dissatisfied with it, I spoke 
about its worst attributes and I publicized its treachery and its harrassment of 
me because I was calling for the application of the canonical laws of Islam. 


The good things I said about the Wafd were no lies, but what I said about the 
party's treachery was the truth. How can you ask me to have mercy on you so that 
God may have mercy on us? When was I ever cruel to you? I am a man who fights 
for God's cause, and it is the destiny of someone like me to attack and retreat, 
to be wounded and to die fighting. In pursuing his fight, a man like me may 
prefer one group to another, or he may choose to devote himself entirely to 
combat. I hope for nothing more than to be truly close to God Almighty and have 
good intentions in everything I say, everything I do and every commitment I 
make. It is normal for a person to become passionate and angry if there is cause 
for such emotion and anger. When Moses became angry, he threw down the tablets; 
when his anger subsided, he picked them up. Jonah became angry and departed in 
anger, and we know what happened to him. Solomon became angry because the hoopoe 
was missing, and we all know what happened to him. The prophet, may God bless 


10 











him and grant him salvation, prayed for the poet who said, "There is no virtue 
in a patient man who cannot maintain his serenity, nor is there any virtue in an 
ignorant man who has no patience with what has been ordained." 


It is the duty of the People's Assembly to apply the canonical laws of Islam. 


My dear Dr Muru, the application of the canonical laws of Islam is a duty that 
cannot be carried out according to the constitution unless an Islamic majority 
wins a majority of the seats in the People's Assembly. The road to having an 
Islamic majority in the People's Assembly is to have proponents of an Islamic 
system join a party. As long as what has to be done cannot be done in any other 
way, then joining a party becomes a duty. The question about which party we 
should join is one which may be described as a political tactic that is subject 
to error. I do not think I was wrong to call upon proponents of an Islamic 
system to come together in a party. But tell me, for God's sake, what is the 
alternative? When you find it, I will be eager to try it. I have been looking 
day and night for such an alternative. 


The only alternative to a constitutional approach to the application of Islamic 
laws is that of an armed revolution, and we are the least capable of taking that 
approach. I have come to believe that it is necessary to be in a party, and I am 
looking for a way to join one. I may find it one day: God Almighty said, "Those 
that fight for Our cause We will surely guide to Our own paths. Allah is with 
the righteous" [al-'Ankabut: 69]. 


If proponents of an Islamic system were to respond and join a party as groups or 
individuals, I would join that party. So far, however, the proponents of an 
Islamic system are not responding. 


As to your being influenced by what Dr Faraj Fudah wrote based on a detective 
report claiming that I had supported Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir and attacked the Muslim 
Brothers during ‘Abd-al-Nasir's life, let me say this: How does this compare 
with the case of ‘Ammar ibn Yasir who was coerced into taking the license that 
was given to him. He spoke against his faith, but he was not hurt by the 
statements he made because his faith was heartfelt. God bestows license on whom 
He will and bestows resolve on whom He will also. In fact, the prophet, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation told ‘Ammar, "If they return to hurt you, 
disavow your faith in God with your mouth but not with your heart." 


Dr Muhammad Muru thinks that what I had to do under the threat of terrorism 
detracts from my resolve. He may think that what ‘Ammar ibn Yasir had to do 
detracted from his resolve. I only wish I could be like that great companion of 
the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, who said, "If one of you 
were to spend as much gold as someone else, he would never spend as much as one 
of my companions did, nor even half of it." Thank God that I am like ‘Ammar and 
like the pure, unsung believers who were mentioned in the chapter, al-Fath: "But 
for the fear that you might have trampled under foot believing men and women 
unknown to you and thus incurred unwitting guilt on their account, Allah would 
have commanded you to fight it out with them; but He ordained it thus that He 
might bring whom He will into His mercy. Had the faithful stood apart from then, 
We would have sternly punished the unbelievers" [25]. This is what God told His 
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prophet to say to those who professed the faith when believers demonstrated in 
Mecca and pretended to be idolators because they feared the idolators' tyranny 

and oppression. Today, scores of officers are being put on trial because they 

inflicted bodily harm on a few innocent people. I took that license when I saw 
that it was God's doctrine, a doctrine that was used by Sulayman to ward off the 
aggression of the unjust. 


The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, was deceived when non- 
believers claimed they had become Muslims. They asked him to send with them 
scores of scholars and reciters of the Koran to teach their people the Koran and 
Islam. The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, sent with them 70 
reciters of the Koran, but the non-believers slaughtered them at the well of 
Ma'unah. Was the prophet hasty when he decided to respond to those people, or 
did he answer God's call even though that caused him to be betrayed by the non- 
believers and hypocrites? 


As to what you said about al-Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri and al-Hamzah Di'bis, it is 
up to each one of them to respond. 


Although I do not claim to be infallible, I am confident about my doctrinal 
standards. I do the best I can. If I am right, it is because of God's grace, and 
if I am wrong then it is my fault as well as the devil's. 


Haste in Pointing the Finger 


My dear Dr Muhammad Muru, how did you come to the conclusion that I reject the 
principle of divine government, when I am the one who has been calling for the 
application of the canonical laws of Islam? I am the one who has condemned the 
positions of those secularists who reject the principle of divine government and 
accuse those who call for the application of the canonical laws of Islam of 
being theocratic and ruling by divine right. Secularists think that such a 
government would turn the mistakes and positions of human rulers into divine 
judgments, as is the case in the church system. Secularists think this would 
happen in Islam, but Islam is not guilty of that. Consider how unfair you've 
been to me. You've accused me of saying something different from what I said. 
Who is being hasty in what he understands? Who is being hasty in what he writes, 
and who is being hasty in making disparaging remarks about others? I can only 
say that God's reward is the only one I seek. 


Passion Is the Bane of Opinion 


The allegations made by Dr Fahmi al-Shinnawi in response to what I wrote proved 
that he did not read what I wrote with the objectivity of a truth seeker. Nor 
did he read my positions which refute the unsubstantiated charges he leveled 
against me. In fact, [Dr. al-Shinnawi would not have made these allegations] had 
he known about the testimony I gave in the People's Assembly out of my concern 
for the religious trusts of mosques and religious academies, and had he known 
that I was deprived of my political rights. He would not have made those 
allegations if he knew that I had questioned al-Sadat about his statement that 
there was no room in religion for politics and no room in politics for religion. 
He would not have made those allegations if he knew the Liberal Party's response 
to my suggestions and if he knew that membership in a party is a condition for 
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getting into the People's Assembly, which is the legislative authority. He would 
not have made those allegations had he read my articles and statements against 
the Ba'th party and if he knew that Israel was supplying weapons to Khomeyni and 
Iran. God Almighty said this in the Koran, and it applies to Khomeyni and Iran: 
"They declare, 'We believe in Allah and His apostle and obey them both.' But no 
sooner do they utter these words than some of them turn their backs. Surely 
these are no believers. And when they are called to Allah and His apostle that 
He may judge between them, some turn away. Had justice been on their side they 
would have come to Him in all obedience. Is there a sickness in their hearts, or 
are they full of doubt? Do they fear that Allah and His apostle may deny them 
justice? Surely these are wrongdoers. But when true believers are called to 
Allah and His apostle that He may pass judgment upon ther, their only reply is: 
'We hear and obey.' Such men shall surely prosper. Those that obey Allah and His 
apostle, those that revere Allah and fear Him, shall surely triumph" [al-Nur: 
47-51]. 


Khomeyni has rejected God's judgment in the divine saying "If they incline to 
peace, make peace with them, and put your trust in Allah. He hears all and knows 
all. Should they seek to deceive you, Allah is all sufficient for you. He has 
made you strong with His help and rallied the faithful round you, making their 
hearts one" [al-Anfal: 61]. Indeed, Khomeyni did reject God's judgment. He set 
out to destroy arable land and kill children, claiming that he would liberate 
Jerusalem even while he was receiving weapons from those who usurped that city. 
He has been waging a war that must be stopped so that the arable land and the 
children can be spared. But passion is the bane of opinion. I ask that God 
protect me from AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI and from the articles that are written in 
it by Shi'ites and their supporters. Once again I say, "Allah's help is all 
sufficient for us. He is the best Protector" [al-'Imran: 173]. 


8592 
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EGYPT 


SALAH ABU ISMA'IL INTERVIEWED FOLLOWING RESIGNATION 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 23 Dec p 22, 23 
[Article: "The Story of Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il and the Al-Ahrar Party"] 


[Text] AL-MUJTAMA' published in the middle of last April a lengthy interview 
with his grace Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il in which he strongly defended his 
membership in Al-Ahrar party. Having joined only three weeks earlier, he was 
selected deputy chairman of the party and its parliamentary spokesman in the 
People's Assembly. Shaykh Salah concentrated on recruiting Islamists in 
general and the Muslim Brotherhood in particular for the party's rank and file. 
It was his view that reluctance to join the party was not in the interests of 
Islamists. A few days ago I went to his grace's home in the Cairo district of 
al-Dugg to investigate reports in the goverment press that he resigned from the 
party. I wanted to ask him about his current views and why he changes mind 

so often, having been a member of the party for only seven months. 


I found his grace angry, upset, and uncompromising toward the party chairman 
who accepted an appointment to the Shura Council even though he previously and 
repeatedly announced his rejection of that appointment in AL-AHRAR newspaper and 
at populist conferences. Accepting the appointment contradicted the stance 

of boycotting the elections, which meant that the party does not subscribe to 

a clear ideology or to a specific policy. That would, no doubt, further 

weaken the party's low credibility among the masses. This low credibility 
became apparent when the party received only.5 percent of the ballots in the 
latest People’s Assembly elections 2 years ago. 


A shrewd plan succeeded in shaking and cracking Al-Ahrar party even though it 
failed to rattle Al-Wafd party which rejected a similar appointment. It also 
failed when counsellor al-Damirdash al-Tali, deputy chairman of the Socialist 
Labor party (Al-‘Amal Al-Ishatraki) was dismissed because he accepted an 
appointment without the party's approval. But Mustafa Murad, chairman of Al 
Ahrar party, was in a different situation. He was removed last year after 

24 years at the head of Eastern Company for Cottons. He has a fat dossier with 
the Administrative Prosecutor's office which charged him with several offenses 
such as corrupting political life, harming the national economy, and abusing 
public funds. Any of those charges, if made to stick, could subject the party 
chairman to life imprisonment but the state has taken no action against him yet. 
He still chairs the Al-Ahrar party which receives a monthly government subsidy 
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of 4,000 pounds. It was therefore difficult for Mustafa Kamil to refuse the 
appointment. What guarantee did he have that the charges would not be 
activated? The dossier has been completed and the charges are already prepared, 
merely waiting for the "appropriate time" to be referred to prosecution. 


Therefore, the chairman of Al-Ahrar had to accept his appointment to the Shura 
Council. He was able to gain the consent of Al-Ahrar's 40-member Permanent 
Bureau. Among the 26 members who approved the appointment were the caller 
Shaykh Yusif al-Badri, deputy chairman of the party and chairman of the board 
of AL-NUR Islamic newspaper published by Al-Ahrar. The party chairman 
therefore appeared as a democratic man who acceded to the will of his party's 
permanent bureau. 


This is when Shaykh Salah submitted his resignation to the chairman in 
protest against vacillation in position. He conditioned his return on two 
points that would restore people's respect for the chairman's viewpoints and 
positions--either the chairman accept membership in the Shura Council and 
resign the party's chair, which Shaykh Salah prefers, or he could remain 
chairman if he rejected appointment to the Shura Council. 





Islamists streamed to Shaykh Salah's home to ask him to reconsider his 
resignation because his work for the party was more important than taking a 
stand and because he could work from within to gain support for his viewpoint 
and his call and arrange for removal of the party chairman with whom he 
disagrees a lot. 


Yet, Shaykh Sakah refused to compromise and demanded the unequivocal dismissal 
of Mustafa Kamil Murad. I asked him for his thinking now that he has 
resigned and whether he will form a new party or join another and hold the 
record for changing party affiliation (he was a member of the Misr, Al-Wafd, 
then Al-Ahrar parties). He replied: 


"I am maintaining my membership in the present Assembly because partisanship is 
a condition for nomination but not for membership. The legislative arena is 
still open. There is hope that challenges from several quarters will be 

upheld and current election laws, with their absolute lists and predetermined 
percentages, will be declared uncostitutional. Such hope gains strength 
because a similar conclusion was reached in reports by the State Council's 
delegate. It is hoped that the supreme constitutional court will strike down 
those laws to allow multiple nominations and delete party membership as a 
requirement for nomination. Everybody agrees that this is a strong possibility 
since the state is seeking to destroy the political presence of independents and 
the Shura Council!" 


Asked why he frequently changes his position, his grace said: "A crusader 
changes his position but does not change his objective. That is the truth as 
proven by the Prophet's crusades, once in Mecca, another in Ta'if, another in 
Safa, and still another in Bay'at al-'Aqaba. Twice he permitted Muslims to 
immigrate to Ethiopia then he and his company emigrated to al-Madinah. He 

made a treaty with the Jews then fought them for their treachery. He concluded 
Al-Hudaybiyah peace then fought the heathens for their deceit. He was born in 
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Mecca but buried in Medina. What could he have done? He made peace but was 
subjected to treachery. Should he have befriended his enemies and remained with 
the treacherous?" 


I asked his grace: “You wrote in AL-AHRAR newspaper that pertisanship in Egypt 
has been designated a way to make God's word supreme. Do you still believe so?" | 


He responded: "There is no doubt it was designated a way to make God's word 
supreme in the legislative arena because so far no name can be put in 
nomination except through a party. The Muslim Brothers are not allowed a legal 
entity and consequently can have no headquarters and are unable to contact 

the coming g2nerations to guide then and lead them. Mosques in Egypt are 

ruled with an iron first as the Asyut events proved." 


During the 5 hours I spent at his grace's home, I kept in mind his rejections 
of all compromises yet I expected his position to change. Two days later, 
Islamic notables intervened to bring Shaykh Salah back to Al-Ahrar. The party's 
paper reported that the permanent bureau had unanimously rejected Shaykh Salah's 
resignation. Shaykh Salah Abu-Isma'il returned once again to the ranks of 
Al-Ahrar party whose chairman remains at its helm although he did not decline 
nomination to the Shura Council! 





12945/12951 
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EGYPT 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD SUPREME GUIDE ADDRESSES HUMAN RIGHTS MEETING 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA’' in Arabic 9 Dec 86 pp 18-19 


[Article: "His Grace the Supreme Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood, Mr Muhammad 
Hamid Abu al-Nasr, says 'No People Will Perish That Has Within It Those Who Will 
Sacrifice Their Necks For the Sake of their Religion'"] 


[Text] In his remarks before the seminar of Human Rights Under Islam, held in 
Cairo, His Grace the Supreme Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood, Mr. Muhammad Hamid 
Abu al-Nasr, may God protect him, expressed his views on the crises that 

befall Islam and on the policy of torturing callers. He said in his 

10-minute remarks: 


"In the name of God, the Merciful.. God forgive us if we err or forget... 
Please God lighten our burden as you did those before us. God do not lay 
on us a burden we cannot carry, forgive us, pardon us, and be merciful. You 
are our master so grant us victory over infidels. 


"Gentlemen..Brethren..Brothers..It pleases to be here where law reigns, 
where right is advocated, and where the flags of freedom flutter. I enjoyed 
those who spoke before me. Their talks were beneficial and addressed our 
needs, may God reward them in our behalf. 


"Beloved..This supreme awakening..this vital Islamic movement..this overwhelming 
current..this direction is derived from the spirit of God. It is stronger than 
the strongest.. So, be patient. Don't grieve and don't worry. You will overcome, 
God willing. 


"These crises that surround Islam are among God's blessings. We were tried in 
the past by imprisonment, torture, destruction, and dispersion but the will 

of men could not be bent and their resolve could not be weakened. Every raging 
fire that engulfs the great pot carried by Islam will only make more hardened, 
powerful, and able. Our faith in God is great. Don't grieve and don’t worry. 
Victory is God's will. How many times did were hear of people whose fame 
reverberated between earth and sky before they came to an end without a voice? 
History adjudged them traitors to their country and enemies of their people. 
They went to where there is no return. Do not wane. Welcome torture; it is 
good four us. We don't wish to confront the enemy, but to torture...welcome.. 
because it is the rebirth of this poor, oppressed people. This was preordained 
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in order to revitalize the people's bones and resurrect its spirit. Despite 
all odds, it will be a strong people if it so wills...They fight Islam but 

a Muslim state must protect the faith of the Muslim, the assets of the Muslim, 
the women of the Muslim, and the offspring of the Muslim. All this is among 
the people's rights under Islam. What can we say? We are tired of talk and 
we have no place to turn but to God..We beseech you O Great One, O Almighty 

in heaven and earth..Spite those who have troubled your nation and reward thove 
who were kind to it.." 


His Grace, the Supreme Guide, then relayed the story of the Copt and ‘Amr Ibn 
al-'As and how ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab asked ‘Amr: "Since when do you subjugate 
people when they were borne free?", then added: 


"Beloved..It is the essence of Islamic law that all are equal before it. Those 
who deny this equality desire to destroy Islam but Islam will survive, God 
willing." 


His Grace the Supreme Guide told a story that took place this century in the 
1920s. The beating of a student in a police station caused the resignation of 
the minister of justice which in turn caused the resignation of the entire 
cabinet as a whole. He said: "We need men such as those..A wise man derives 
his seal strength from the Muslim people." 


"Brethren..I will not keep you long because you had a lot to listen to. I 
beseech God to guide us to do right and make us gallant in his service. This 
is the only way to victory. No people will perish that has sacrificers who 
would relinquish their lives for the sake of their people and their faith. It 
may take a while but in the end victory will be to God, praise him in the 
highest..Enough said and peace be with you and God's mercy and blessing upon 
you." 


At the conclusion of the conference, its secretariat announced that in the 
period between 1981 and 1983, there were 4,000 medical reports documenting the 
torture of innocents. 


12945/12951 
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EGYPT 


POLITICAL CARTOONISTS EXAMINE ROLE OF HUMOR IN PRESS 
London AL~TADAMUN in Arabic 29 Nov — 5 Dec 86 pp 61-63 
[Article from Baghdad by Walid Nayif Muhammad and Majd al-Jadirji: "They 


Make Others Laugh and They Die of Depression,'’ AL-TADAMUN'S Seminar with 
Three Cartoonists from Egypt] 





[Text] Three Egyptian cartoon artists recently visited Baghdad at the invita- 
tion of the Iraqi Press Syndicate. The visit included the inauguration of a 
display of their work at one of the major art exhibit halls. 


AL-TADAMUN seized the opportunity of their presence in Baghdad to review the 
past, present and future of Egyptian cartoon art and its reminiscences 
following the departure of Salah Jahin and others, 


The review is in the form of a lengthy dialog with Zuhdi, Tuglan and 
Jum'ah, none of whom need any introduction. 


Our first interview was with Zuhdi, the question being about which came 
first, the press or the cartoon? 


[Question] Egyptian cartoon art occupies a predominant place in the history 
of Arab cartoons and in the Arab press. Does journalism have a part to play 
in creating cartoon art, or was it that art form itself that brought about a 
caricatured form of journalism? 


[Zuhdi] Caricature is an art form like any other means of expression, but 
it has its own exclusive characteristic. Cartoons constitute the truest 
expression of the hopes of a people and the accurest reflection of that 
people's moods, tastes and feelings. That makes cartoons an effective 
communications force that is politically and socially indispensable to our 
daily existence, This also means that they constitute a rallying force for 
the nation as a whole. To prove this point one only has to recall the diffi- 
cult times through which Egypt lived and how its rulers used to resort to 
cartoons to mobilize public opinion against threats. There are so many 
vivid examples of this fact, the more important being the national campaigns 
mounted against the numerous attempts to draw Egypt into military pacts 
after World War II and to mobilize the masses toward armed resistance 
against the British forces, the brilliant campaign organized against the 
Palace and the defective weaponry, etc. 
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[Question] The Egyptian cartoon movement has involved several generations. 
There was a non-Egyptian generation: Santos, Rifqi, Sarukhan followed by 
the first Egyptian generation: Rakha, Fawzi, Ramzi, Auhdi, Tughan, ‘Abd 
al-Sami'; a second generation: George, Higazi, Salah Jahin, al-Layithi, 
Ihab, Bahjat, etc. Then came the third generation: Jum'ah, Ra'uf, Sharif, 
Naji, Kamal, Batrawi, etc. At this point the growth rate of the generation 
of the seventies and eighties--if one can use the expression--seems to have 
come to a standstill. Can this be taken as an indication of the beginning 
of a crisis in Egyptian cartoon art? 


[Zuhdi] As a matter of fact there is a crisis that is continuing and that 
is a tragedy. The best evidence of this fact is: how could it be possible 
for Salah Jahin, al-Laythi and ‘Abd al-Sami' to die of sheer depression? 
How, when they were the first people to bring a smile to our faces? 


Is this the reward of those who enriched our days and nights with the 
funniest and most cultivated of ideas? Will this add any cultural develop- 
ment to Egyptian cartoon art? I can assure you that the crisis is caused 

by the apperance of a new affluent class. The wealth and financial status 
of this class, especially after the period of the “open door" policy, has 
transformed its members “nto influential decision makers. Because cartoons 
are inspired by what people are saying and suffering it is only natural that 
there should be hostility between that class and cartoonists, How can 
anyone imagine the late artist Salah Jahin being hauled off to court over a 
cartoon about lawyers simply because he published a cartoon in Al-AHRAM 
dealing with the shortage of Cleopatra cigarettes? He drew a cartoon showing 
a cigarette stand, in front of which stands an attorney and an ordinary 
individual, the client. The attorney is saying: "I demand a packet of 
Cleopatra cigarettes for my client." Now, if a cartoon like that is going 
to lead to an artist being hauled off to court, what is there left for us 

to draw? 


[Jum'ah] As far as Egypt's generations of cartoonists they have continued 
to exist "with no interruption." 

[Question] How do you mean "without interruption,'' when you have no 
generation of cartoonists equivalent in age to Iraq's artists? 


[Jum'ah] You are all of very nearly the same age in Iraq and can be 
considered a single generation. You do not really have a generation 
equivalent to ours. 


[Question] On the contrary. Cartoons go back to the mid-thirties and early 
forties with "Abu Tabra", Su'ad Salim, Ghazi ‘Abdallah and Hamid al-Mahall. 
They were followed by the sixties generation (1965): Sami Sami, Bassam Faraj, 
Fu'ad Hassun and ‘Amir Rashad, Then came Mu'ayyid Ni'mah, Dhiya' al-Hajjar 
and 'Abdal-Rahim Yasir. Then there was the mid-seventies generation: 

Ra'id Nuri, Musa al-Khamisi, Nabil, Ya'qub, Khudayr ‘Abbas, 'Abd-al-Karim 
Sa'dun and Walid Nafi', etc. 

















[Hum'ah] We were working alongside an older generation. Should a new 
generation appear where would it find work? Things are not as easy as they 
seem. I believe that the retirement of the older generation of cartoonists 
because of their age gave me a better chance to produce, I began working 
in 1964 but was not able to produce the way I wanted to until 1974. 


[Question] Salah Jahin said t \at the problem faced by Egyptian cartoonists is 
a major one. How can we make e nation laugh when its people are experts at 
laughter? What do you think? 


[Zuhdi] There is no such thing as the Egyptians being extremely witty or a 
people who are experts at humour. We used to say that during the 

British occupation to compensate for our loss o’. independence, Every nation 
has its own way of laughing and joking. The Egyptians however, owing to the 
numerous tragedies through which they have lived, have to fall back on jokes, 
because tragedy can only be overcome by irony otherwise one would die of 
depression. This leads us to signal a word of warning to those officials 
that fear jokes, a situation that can be dangerous to certain rulers, A joke 
that cannot be told in its proper context could lead to disasters for rulers. 
It could all too easily be taken to be a rumor. A joke that takes the form 
of a rumor knows neither faith nor morality and can be so reminiscent of the 
peasant watching a train in a railway station, who when asked why the train 
was whistling replied "To let off steam." 


At this point Jum'ah tried to ease the tension and jokingly asked: "What 
about the new train, why does it not stop whistling?" to which Zuhdi replied 
"Because it is a commercial train." 


{[Jum'ah] What is the difference? 


[Zuhdi] Wherever there is commerce, there is humour. A people who gets 
caught up in the commercial battleground has to borrow its jokes from 
elsewhere. 


[Tughan] What you want to say is that jokes are the outcome of tragedy. 
Therefore any people beset by tragedy must have a very sharp sense of tragi- 
comedy, even be they alien beings from Mars. 


[Jum'ah] (commenting on the late Salah Jahin's philosophy) Salah Jahin 
linked his jokes to the problems facing the Egyptians who themselves are 
constantly joking about their everyday problems in life. I think we must 
stop here for a moment and consider this: a cartoon is a work of irony, and 
irony need not always be funny, put might even go so far as to be bitter 
while a cartoon expresses irony that compels you to think. When Salah Jahin 
made his comment he was in a state of deep depression. He felt that a car- 
toon should make people laugh and at that time he was unable to laugh himself. 
Yet he used to turn out bitterly ironic cartoons which had to be very closely 
examined for interpretation. Personally I disagree with Salah Jahin. The 
Egyptian finds a joke very telling in most cases. A cartoon is not simply 

a balloon that explodes and becomes ineffective. 
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[Question] Do you think Egyptian cartoonists in general and Arab caricature 
artists in particular have reached internationai standing? 


[Zuhdi] A cartoon becomes universal when it is seen in all parts of the 
world, in other words when accepted and published by the international 
press, which is a very rare and limited occurrence, 


[Jum'ah] There is no one cartoon that is better than another. American 
cartoons have a steady and permanent impact due to the tremendous number of 
publicly financed newspapers and magazines circulating in all parts of the 
world. Through one mass circulation universal publication a cartoonist can 
become well known world wide. 


[Tughan] From a professional point of view I believe that the Arab nation 
has cartoonists that could take their place alongside international cartoonists. 


[Question] Do you believe that universality is achieved through the circula- 
tion of the printed subject matter or the promotion of an issue which is 
primarily the cartoonist's responsibility, since he gets the reader 
accustomed to a type of cartoon in which the comment is part, if not the 
whole, of the idea. 


[Tughan] The problem does not concern only the artist. The problem is that 
the cartoon is suffering the same fate as the article, poem, song and any 
other of the creative arts. Certain Arab rulers are acting against the in- 
terests of the Arab nation and naturally they do not permit the development 
of innovative art work, since they fear the explicit power of cartoons. 
Nevertheless cartoon art has thrived in countries such as Iraq. Much has 
been done to promote and perpetuate this art. One of the best examples of 
such action is the creation in the Press Syndicate of the Cartoon Committee 
which has attracted the attention of many artists as it has with us. It 

is an active and ambitious committee. 


[Zuhdi] In the Arab world cartoon art has developed spontaneously. Arab 
rulers have given no thought to how to nurture this newborn art. The 
whole matter is related to status of Arab rulers, Usually when a ruler 
truly represents his people and when not concerned with the propaganda 
issues, he acts as guardian warding off any attacks on cartoonists, What 
is caricature art subjected to? Attacks by individuals or personalities 
criticized by a cartoon and who cannot say that they oppose cartoons 
because they expose them. They look for other reasons. Every cartoon or 
joke is deflected. For example if a cartoonist calls attention to a crisis, 
the persons responsible for that crisis try to convince the ruler that he 
(the ruler) is the target of the cartoon, thus causing a fallout between 
cartoonists and rulers. Rulers need to be immunized against such tactics 
and this can be achieved when the ruler realizes that the cartoonist is 
inspired only by the interests of the nation, the ruler and the people. 


[Jum'ah] All you are saying may be true, but we, the cartoonists, have our 
shortcomings. We bear responsibility for not educating the reader through 
easy and simple cartoons, This is important when we think in terms of 
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universality, a question that needs to be underscored because it is 
important and relates to the future. 


[Question] What about cartoons in Iraq? 


[Zuhdi] This generation of Iraqi cartoonists is a happy one. They know what 
they want and what their duty is. I am really happy for them and predict 
that the doors of universality will open up for them. 


[Jum'ah] Unfortunately my visit to Iraq was overdue, but I have now been 
able to make up for that. I am very happy with the status of Iraqi 
cartoonists, their enthusiasm and joy for their art as well as the support 
I have seen offered to the Cartoon Committee, whether by the Ministry of 
Culture and Information or the Iraqi Press Syndicate. I am very optimistic 
about their future. 


[Tughan] During my previous visits I had looked forward to witnessing this 
day because under the mantle of a dedicated leadership and a tremendous 
revolution that fosters the arts, it is only natural that you should 

be allowed to be creative. 
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SUDAN 


UMMAH ELECTION VICTORY STRAINS COALITION 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 10-16 Jan 87 p 15 


[Article by Fath-al-Rahman Mahjub: "Al-Mahdi Passes Confidence Test, Coalition 
Teeters in the Aftermath of the Ummah Party's Victory in the First By- 
Elections" ] 


[Text] No one expected the outcome of the first by-elections in Sudan to lead 
to a silent crisis in the coalition government. That is why a majority of the 
Sudanese people were taken by surprise by the reaction to the outcome of the 
election that was held in Constituency 50 in Umm Durman. That constituency lost 
its representative when the member of parliament, Salah al-Siddiq al-Mahdi, 
brother of Prime Minister al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, died in a traffic accident. Those 
reactions were such that the Union Democratic Party rejected the results of the 
election, and supporters of the party staged demonstrations calling for an end 
to the coalition between their party and the Ummah Party which had scored a 
victory in that constituency once again. Leaders of the Union Democratic Party 
announced that they were about to uncover corrupt practices which were carried 
out in the constituency during the elections process. They made that announce- 
ment after meeting in the home of ‘Ali Ahmad Sulayman, the Union Democratic 
Party's candidate. That meeting was attended by Mr Muhammad 'Asman al-Mirghani, 
president of the party and leader of al-Khatmiyah. 


On the other hand, observers regarded the victory of ‘Abdallah 'Abd-al-Rahman 
Naqdallan, the Ummah Party's candidate, to be confirmation of the fact that a 
fundamental change had taken place in the political picture in the capital of 
Sudan, where most constituencies were thought to be "a sure thing" for the Union 
Democratic Party, which represents to the urban masses an acceptable middle-of- 
the-road approach. But the emphasis that was placed on the election which was 
held in Constituency 50, and the fact that the competing parties went beyond 
tolerating the negligence and lack of organization which had plagued some 
parties during the elections that were held last April foretell that the result 
will be a yardstick by means of which future standards will be determined. On 
that basis it was hoped that the Union Democratic Party would come out a winner 
in the election, after the conflict its traditional circles have had throughout 
the Sudanese capital with members of the National Islamic Front and the Ummah 
Party. It was the late Salah al-Siddiq al-Mahdi who won the 1946 elections in 
Constituency 50 for the Ummah Party. 
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But it was ‘Abdallah 'Abd-al-Rahman Naqdallah, the Ummah Party's candidate, who 
won in the by-elections which were held last month. He received 8,670 votes, 
compared to 7,570 votes which were cast for the National Islamic Front's 
candidate, 6,405 votes for the Union Democratic Party's candidate, and 405 votes 
for the candidate of the leftist Democratic Alliance. 


Despite what is being said about the outcome of the election, authorized 
officials in the election committee have affirmed that despite the severe 
competition between the political parties which participated in the election 
that was held in the constituency, each party maintained its previous standing. 
These officials affirmed that the parties had held on to the same ratio of votes 
they had obtained in the last election which was held in that constituency in 
April 1986. They attributed the low voter turnout in the constituency to the 
fact that fewer political parties were participating in the constituency's 
election this time than those which participated in the last one. In addition, 
many citizens do not usually vote in a by-election. The number of votes which 
the candidates of the competing parties received indicate quite clearly an 
increase in the number of votes that were cast for the Union Democratic Party's 
candidate, and that suggests that the party is gradually regaining its cohesive- 
ness and avoiding the mistakes that had attended its performance during the past 
period. The simplest of these mistakes was that of having many candidates in one 
constituency. 


On the other hand, whether the coming days reveal the truthfulness or falsehood 
of the Union Democratic Party's allegations, these election results are 
considered to be a small scale model of what conditions could be like when the 
present government's term expires in 1989. 


Will members of the Union Democratic Party reclaim their former positions, or 
will it be difficult to budge the parties from those positions they managed to 
gain in the election that followed the transition period? No matter how this 
question is answered, the fact remains that the Ummah Party and the National 
Islamic Front have benefited from the Union Democratic Party's past weakness. It 
is also a fact that the Ummah Party, with the new directions it is following 
under the leadership of Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, has succeeded in penetrating the 
positions of modern forces in Sudanese cities after a period during which the 
the party's influence had been confined to areas where old sectarian loyalties 
prevailed. 


The dissolution of the ruling coalition could turn out to be one of the 
consequences of the events in Constituency 50. Leaders of the Union Democratic 
Party have affirmed their support for members of the party who were calling for 
dissolution of the coalition. It is likely, however, that leaders of both 
parties will contain such tendencies, particularly since the alternative for 
either party is to form an alliance with the National Islamic Front. At the 
present time such an alliance is unlikely for both parties because members of 
the Union Democratic Party feel that the National Islamic Front is trying to 
portray itself as an alternative to their party. They say that the National 
Islamic Front has taken over most of their constituencies. 


In the past few months barriers have gone up between the Ummah Party and the 
National Islamic Front because of the feelings of bitterness and animosity they 
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have for each other. At any rate, the directions of the Union Democratic Party 
and those of the Ummah Party are considered to be intellectually close. In many 
instances, however, political exigencies produce surprises that would not have 
occurred to anyone. 
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SUDAN 


ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF INTERVIEWED 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 28 Dec 86 p 18 


[Interview with Chief of Staff, Maj Gen 'Abd-al-'Azim Siddiq by 'Abd-al-Rahman 
al-Amin: "The Chief of Staff of Sudan's Army Discloses to AL-SIYASAH Concerns 
about Security and the South; ‘There Are No Cities under Siege, and the Airports 
Are Quite Secure; Security in the South Is Such That Only an Act of Fate Can 
Cause an Airplane To Be Hit There; Carbino Is Not as Qualified as Garang: He Is 
a Poor Tactician and Administrator';" in Khartoum; date not specified] 


[Text] Maj Gen ‘Abd-al-'Azim Siddiq is the kind of professional, military man 
who believes in the separation of powers between agencies and institutions. He 
thinks that politics lies in the domain of politicians, and military work in the 
domain of military men. This statement is, of course, a great one when it is 
spoken by the second man in Sudan's military establishment whose role, functions 
and operating methods are being redefined. Having protected Ja'far Numayri's 
regime and clashed with its enemies, Sudan's forces stand today as a national 
institution that has nothing to do with those standards which the deposed 
general wanted to apply to its roles. Today, the function of the army in Sudan 
is to protect the country's territory and preserve its sovereignty, independence 
and democratic system. These functions can be achieved when individuals in the 
armed forces devote themselves to becoming trained and qualified, acquiring the 
weapons [they need], and upgrading the efficiency with which they perform their 
functions. Individuals in the armed forces can carry out those functions if they 
concentrate on the aforementioned activities instead of competing with each 
other to acquire the commodities of al-Zubayr Rajab and his military establish- 
ment, the most dangerous and corrupt establishment conceived by the mind of 
Ja'far Numayri, who created it to tamper with the excellence and honor of the 
Sudanese military. When I met with the chief of staff of Sudan's army, Sudanese 
newspapers without exception were vying with each other to provide complete and 
detailed accounts of how John Garang was assassinated and how Carbino assumed 
command [after him]. 


I had to ask Maj Gen ‘Abd-al-'Azim Siddiq a few questions about John Garang's 
death, and I confess that I, like millions of people in Sudan and abroad, had 
been taken in by the rumors in the press. Millions of people usually accept 
published news reports as undisputed facts which are subjected to the 
universally accepted standards of the journalism industry. A news report, which 
is this industry's finished product, is not published until the necessary 
investigation is carried out and completed according to well-known professional 
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principles. Otherwise, the publisher--and in this case, it is all of Sudan's 
publishers--loses credibility because of his lack of professionalism. And 
credibility is the most valuable commodity for a newspaper that, first, respects 
itself and, second, respects the minds of its readers. Less than 2 weeks after 
my interview with Maj Gen 'Abd-al-'Azim Siddiq, this correspondent was face to 
face with John Garang. There he was, in the flesh, at (Fiyun) Hotel in the 
capital of Ethiopial 


Today, the army in Sudan is gathering its strength to undertake two difficult 
missions: 


The first mission has to do with repairing what Ja'far Numayri destroyed. This 
mission is being undertaken by Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi himself, who is not only 
prime minister, but also minister of defense. That is why he started repairing 
the damage at the top by relieving the army's old leaders of their duties and 
appointing Lt Gen Fawzi al-Fadil commander in chief and Maj Gen 'Abd-al-'Azim 
Siddiq chief of staff. He gave them a new crew of senior officers to assist them 
in the task of managing the army from the top. 


The other mission has to do with seizing the military initiative in the south 
against John Garang's movement. This is a war of attrition whose history pre- 
scribes no settlement date. When that war broke out in 1955, people thought it 
would end by the end of the autumn season that same year. However, all predic- 
tions about an end to that war turned out to be false, and the war ended when a 
political agreement was reached in Addis Ababa in 1972. Today, as it continues 
on the destructive course that has been maintained since May 1983, there are 
different explanations for this war which is being fought under international 
conditions that are quite different from those under which it was fought during 
all the past years. Consequently, the ongoing war in south Sudan is an open- 
ended proposition whose outcome is unknown. As a result, military academies all 
over the world are awaiting the model plan of action that the Sudanese military 
will follow to settle the guerilla war militarily, since it is being fought ina 
region whose topography and logistical circumstances are, at least, quite 
Similar to those of Vietnam, if not identical to them. To a certain extent, 
there is also a similarity in geopolitical circumstances and in the assistance 
received from "neighboring countries". 


Maj Gen ‘Abd-al-'Azim 'Abd-al-Haqq, chief of staff of Sudan's army said in an 
exclusive interview with AL-SIYASAH in Khartoum that the problem of the 
rebellion in south Sudan could be resolved militarily or politically. He said it 
could also be resolved by a mixture of military and political methods. He denied 
that any city in the south was under siege, and he said that airport operations 
were normal. 


The chief of staff of Sudan's army added that as a military official in his 
position he would not allow the army to be dragged into political issues such as 
declaring its loyalty to a party or a politician. He admitted that he had served 
as commander to most of John Garang's dissident officers who were also his 
friends. 


The interview, whose text follows, dealt with many concerns about security in 
the fraternal country of Sudan. 
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[Question] Your Excellency, Maj Gen 'Abd-al-'Azim Siddiq, we wish to thank you 
for this opportunity on behalf of the Kuwaiti newspaper, AL-SIYASAH, and its 
readers. We hope that this interview will facilitate communications about many 
military issues in which Sudan has a primary interest and in which many of its 
fellow Arabs have a secondary interest. 


[Answer] We thank AL-SIYASAH for this interview, and we welcome your newspaper 
in Sudan. I am ready to answer all your questions quite candidly and un- 
equivocally. 


[Question] Your Excellency, since you've returned from south Sudan a few days 
ago, we hope you can tell us something about the current military situation as 
you yourself saw it there. 


[Answer] I can say in general that the security situation in the south is quite 
good. My remark applies to the three southern provinces: Equatoria, Bahr 
al-Ghazal and the Upper Nile. Thank God I did have an opportunity to review 
conditions in all these provinces after assuming my new position as chief of 
staff. I visited units of the armed forces in Waw, Juba and Malakal. The purpose 
of these visits was to find out about security conditions in general. I also 
wanted to find out about the conditions of the fighters in the field and about 
the effect that security conditions have on citizens. I can say that the 
situation is reassuring and that morale is extremely high. I can also say that 
the dissidents are suffering a great deal and that the rebellion movement is 
fading. 


[Question] What are the biggest problems that John Garang's forces are 
suffering from? 


[Answer] At the present time the dissidents have an ammunition shortage. They 
also have a shortage in supplies and provisions (food). The reason for these 
shortages is that transportation routes between their troops in the field and 
the sources from which they obtain their supplies are now very far. Also large 
numbers of people no longer accept the dissidents' presence in their areas, and 
they do not offer them any assistance, particularly in the province of 
Equatoria. That of course, is one more problem they have above and beyond all 
the problems of life that everybody has in some areas where there are shortages, 
and that makes it impossible for the people to offer the dissidents assistance. 


[Question] How have the military air transport routes been affected by the 
downing of the civilian Sudanese airplane last August 16? How have these routes 
been affected by the continuing threats to shoot down all flights arriving in or 
departing from south Sudan? 


[Answer] As military men our air supply lines have not been affected at all. 
Military flights have not stopped at all; they continue to take place, and these 
flights go to all the provinces. It was civilian airlines and civilian companies 
that became apprehensive, and some of them complied briefly with the dissidents’ 
threats and responded to the propaganda and outlandish rumors which were being 
promoted by some western broadcasts and media agencies. Reports published by 
some western media agencies painted a very ugly picture of the security 
situation. It was a picture that had nothing to do with the facts. It is true 
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that there were threats, but we were able to safeguard all the principal air- 
ports in the south, and we did so in a manner that allowed any civilian or 
military airplane to land or take off peacefully and safely. Any location around 
these principal airports that could be used to launch a rocket, missile or an 
artillery shell is fully controlled by the Sudanese armed forces and is 
completely safeguarded and secured. I can say that the dissidents' practical 
ability to hit or shoot down any airplane no longer exists unless fate alone 
intervenes! And now that the airports have been fully and completely secured, 
our airplanes fly to the south daily, and .... 


[Question] Do you mean military airplanes? 


[Answer] And civilian airplanes too. We sent two military airplanes to Juba 
today, for example, and yesterday we sent airplanes to Waw. In fact, some 
commercial companies have recently started flying to the south. TransArabia, 
which is one of these companies, has continual flights to the south to transport 
supply provisions and goods. Another example: this company sent two commercial 
airplanes to Juba today. 


[Question] Your Excellency, can one conclude from what you said that military 
flights departing from military airports have not been and are not being 
affected by threats to shoot them down which have been mentioned by Col Garang's 
broadcasts? 


[Answer] And civilian airplanes have not been affected either. It is our duty 
to safeguard the airports, and as I've said, we have already done that. Safe- 
guarding those airports is not only beneficial to military aircraft, it was 
required by a national need and by a commitment on our part because we found 
that to be necessary. The safety of air and other navigation routes is an 
international matter that we are obligated to safeguard in accordance with well- 
known international agreements. The dissidents no longer have the ability to 
utilize machine guns or rockets to shoot down airplanes, turn them away or 
interfere with their movement and flight. 


[Question] Mag Gen Siddiq, you touched upon the news that is being reported by 
some western broadcasts and media agencies, and you condemned the manner in 
which these agencies relay their information. Can you tell us about the siege 
that has been placed around certain cities which was recently reported by 
several international and Arab media agencies? How can a military siege be 
carried out under the conditions of the ongoing war? 


[Answer] That is not true; there is no military siege of any kind around any 
city in south Sudan. This is an absolute fact that I am affirming as chief of 
staff of Sudan's armed forces. All the cities are open. A train coming from 
(Babnusah) arrived in (Mulul) the day before yesterday. From there it went to 
Uwayl, and it eventually arrived in Waw safely. A few weeks ago we also sent a 
Shipment of tractors from Khartoum to Malakal, and the entire shipment, which 
was sent on board river boats that were also carrying relief supplies and many 
other things, arrived safely. Theoretically speaking, a siege is a well-known 
military operation which has certain procedures and formations that vary 
depending upon the target or the area that is to be placed under siege. 
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[Question] Your Excellency, since we're talking about the war in the south, we 
would like to ask if you would be kind enough to give us some idea about the 
difficulties that a regular army encounters when it is charged with the task of 
thwarting a guerilla war, as is the case in the south. 


[Answer} The difficulty in guerilla warfare lies in its perpetrators' reliance 
on operations that scatter and dissipate the regular army's efforts to resist 
it. Another difficulty is that in an area like south Sudan guerillas use area 
residents in their comings and goings: they live with them; they hide in their 
midst; and they take advantage of the supplies they have for their lives. The 
third difficulty manifests itself in the fact that guerillas move swiftly. In 
addition, we have a similar appearance and a smiliar manner of speaking, and it 
is thus difficult to tell who is and is not a guerilla. Also, a very small 
number of guerillas can disrupt the security situation in a manner that exceeds 
their numbers, and they can do so very swiftly. It is possible, for example, for 
one dissident carrying one gun to hinder and delay a ship like (Hajlijah). 


[Question] It is being said in the military sciences, Your Excellency, that 
guerilla warfare is not difficult, but that in many cases victory is difficult 
to achieve in a guerilla war. Do you agree with that? 


[Answer] I do not. I believe that nothing is impessible under the sun. There 
are many solutions to a guerilla war. We fought such a war for 17 years and, 
thank God, we came out of it without either a defeat or a victory. But that war 
ultimately ended with a political solution. This war that is going on now can be 
solved politically or militarily, or it can be solved by a mix of political and 
military solutions, and .... 


[Question] Your Excellency, you spoke about the first war in the south (from 
1955 to 1972) which ended in a political solution. Do you believe that the war 
in the south which has been going on since May 1983 can be resolved militarily? 


[Answer] I would like to affirm that a military solution is not an ideal 
solution for such wars. By the same token, a political solution is not the only 
solution available. Let me affirm, however, that if we had to implement a 
military solution, even though we believe that it is not the only solution, we 
would be ready to do so, and implementing a military solution is possible. 


[Question] At one of his press conferences the prime minister and minister of 
defense mentioned that Ethiopia was supporting John Garang's movement. My 
question to you is this: Can you share with us some of the military information 
you have, other than that about weapons, which you found in the possession of 
those from Garang's group who have been captured? Can you share with us some of 
this information which can provide evidence of that support which the prime 
minister and minister of defense spoke of? 


[Answer] It is known that Ethiopia does not manufacture weapons. The whole 
world knows where Ethiopia gets its weapons. And these same weapons, which are 
not manufactured in Ethiopia, are found with the dissidents who find safe haven 
in Ethiopia, a country that allows them to travel in its territory and prepares 
for them bases from which they can launch their operations. These factors do, of 
course, constitute the largest and the broadest range of what may be called 
Ethiopia's assistance to the dissidents. 
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[Question] Let me revise my question. Some time ago THE WASHINGTON POST 
published a report indicating that Ethiopia was deporting John Garang's groups 
to Sudan by air. Do you have confirmation of this information? 


[Answer] That is possible. As you know, Sudan is a vast country, and total 
control over all its air space is almost impossible, particularly in the forest 
areas, in the equatorial areas and in the lush savanna areas. Consequently, it 
is possible for such airplanes to land, and .... 


[Question] Are you saying, Your Excellency, if I understood your answer 
correctly, that such air transport is possible but that you do not have the 
material evidence to prove it? 


[Answer] Yes. We have no evidence that there are such Ethiopian air transports. 
However, all the evidence indicates that at the present time Ethiopia is the 
only country helping the dissidents and providing them with what they need. 


[Question] Permit me, Your Excellency, to ask this improvised question. I ask 
that question because of the daily reports I've been reading in almost all 
Sudanese newspapers for the past 2 weeks. These reports concur that Col John 
Garang has been either wounded or killed. If these reports are true, do you 
expect there will be any change in the course of the movement, since these same 
reports affirm that there are divisions within the movement over such matters as 
whether Garang's deputy, Carbino (Kwangen), would take over as commander in 
chief? 


[Answer] I personally do not expect a major change because John Garang has 
nothing to do with this matter, which is associated with the interests of 
different movements in the world and the interests of international camps. If it 
is true that Garang has been killed, there will be another Garang. In fact, 
there will be thousands of Garangs who will be willing to take over after him. 


[Question] Col John Garang was an officer in the Sudanese army. Lt Col Carbino 
(Kwangen) was also an officer in the Sudanese army. What information do you have 
on Carbino? 


[Answer] I know Carbino personally, and I know him better than I know Garang. I 
got to know Carbino when I was commander of the 13th Brigade in the Upper Nile, 
and he was one of the company leaders who worked with me in that area. What I 
know about him is that he is not qualified to serve as chief of staff or leader 
of such a movement. 


[Question] As his former boss in the military, do you mean that Lt Col Carbine 
is less capable than John Garang in military discipline or in military 
performance? 


[Answer] I can say that Carbino's education is much weaker than that of John 
Garang who earned a doctorate in economics. Carbino does not have the education 
that would enable him to assume command. 


[Question] What about his abilities in military tactics? 
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Answer] He is also weak in those areas and in administrative areas as well. As 
I said, he was a company leader, and his performance was average; there was 
nothing special about it. 


[Question] Very well, Your Excellency, can you predict further division within 
John Garang's movement if the news is true? If John Garang has actually been 

removed from his position as general commander and if Carbino, whom you know 

personally as one of the officers who served under your command at some time, 

has taken over--if all this did happen--can you predict there will be further 

division within John Garang's movement? 


[Answer] It seems that an appointment to a leadership position is done accor- 
ding to seniority, according to who joined the movement first. Fortunately, I 
know most of the officers who are working now with John Garang, and I can say 
that I know them personally. My friendship with them before their departure from 
the army was a strong one. Carbino (Kwangen) is one of those officers I'm 
talking about. William Toot, who is now the dissidents’ chief of stafr, and 
(Aruk Toon), who is their supply officer are two others. (Aruk Toon) was the 
intelligence officer for the 13th Brigade which was under my cammand. Even John 
Garang himself worked with me when he was writing his dissertation. 


[Question] Can these relationships and friendships between you and those 
dissidents be utilized as a means to understanding the situation and perhaps 
solving the problem? 


[Answer] Most certainly. I believe relations can play a major role in reaching 
an understanding if everyone is concerned about the preservation of Sudan and if 
the matter continues to revolve around regional demands in Sudan without going 
beyond that and involving outsiders who are trying to undermine Sudan's unity. 


[Question] In the course of your conversations and meetings with political 
leaders and with the prime minister, who is also the minister of defense, have 
you ever tried to get action on this issue by utilizing your friendships with 
those people? Have you ever tried to do this, especially now that the peace 
talks are deadlocked after the civilian airplane was shot down? On the other 
hand, have you ever tried to do this because, as you said, you know that a 
military solution is not an ideal solution? 


[Answer] No, I have never tried to do that because I believe that politics is 
the business of politicians. I am working in the military, and politics is not 
part of my job. 


[Question] Your answer leads me to talk about an institution in which you serve 
now as the second in command and the chief of staff. What is the army's role, as 
you see it, in a democratic system? 


[Answer] The role of the army in a democratic system--and that role is 
clarified in the constitution--is to protect the borders of the state and safe- 
guard that state's independence and sovereignty. The army safeguards the 
security of the state; it protects the constitution; and it safeguards the 
democratic system. The army carries out its principal roles, and it prepares for 
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them by training, equipping and qualifying its members. The army also takes part 
in human, social and economic development projects. 


(Question] But members of the armed forces in a democratic system--and we are 
talking here about a case like Sudan's where there are multiple parties--vote 
and take part in the process of choosing their representatives in parliament. 
How do you reconcile the two matters? 


[Answer] I wish to affirm that the army in Sudan is an institution that is 
totally neutral. It has no preferences for or loyalties to any parties or 
politicians. Its only loyalty is to protect the soil of this land. 


[Question] Do your laws bar someone who is serving in the army from joining a 
political party? 


[Answer] Most certainly. Our laws and even the interests of the public bar 
anyone who is serving in the armed forces from joining political parties and 
organizations. The purpose of that is to preserve the national character of the 
armed forces as an institution. 


[Question] Do members of the armed forces vote? 
[Answer] Yes, they do. That is a constitutionally guaranteed right. 


[Question] But when someone who serves in the armed forces votes, he casts his 
ballot for a certain party on the basis of his belief or conviction in that 
party's program or political ideology. Don't you think that this constitu- 
tionally guaranteed practice implies that individuals serving in the armed 
forces have an affiliation with a certain party? 


[Answer] That is true, but we cannot deny people--in this case, individuals in 
the armed forces--their constitutional rights. What we try to do in the armed 
forces is not to bring up or discuss partisan issues. When it comes to making a 
choice in an election, a person may make '‘1is choice on a partisan basis, but 
that is up to a voter's judgment and preferences. However, we do not allow 
anyone in the armed forces to declare loyalty to any political, sectarian or 
partisan agency or organization, no matter what. The nature and the duties of 
the armed forces dictate that. 


[Question] For the past 16 years all existing signs have provided evidence of 
the organized devastation and destruction that Ja'far Numayri caused to happen 
in all sectors of Sudanese society. This destruction has equally affected the 
sectors of production and other sectors as well. What kinds of destruction in 
the armed forces did the general's and imam's years in office cause? 


[Answer] I can say briefly and generally that the armed forces were greatly 
affected. The effect which those years had on their training and on the process 
of turning out qualified and well-equipped soldiers was, of course, negative. I 
believe that this destruction goes beyond being major, grave and disturbing. 


[Question] What have you done to correct these imbalances? 


[Answer] With God's grace we were able to make good progress in turning out 
qualified people. We also made good progress in our attempts to obtain 
equipment. Thank God, things are going well now. 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


NEW OIL PIPELINE--Iraqi authorities have requested the three companies, which 
submitted proposals to construct the second pipeline for carrying Iraqi oil 
through Saudi territory, to expedite work to lay the new line, and move back 
its completion date. The Official Iraqi Agency for Oil Projects informed the 
companies of its hope to begin pumping crude oil through the new pipeline 
before the 25 months previously proposed for the completion of the project. 
The Iraqi authorities left the three companies free to find the appropriate 
solution to expedite the completion of the pipeline. Sources from these 
companies state that they may undertake the laying of the line in its 

entirety in the first phase, and then erect a limited number of the pumping 
stations, whose final proposed number is 6 stations, to be followed by the 
construction of a portion of the storage facilities near the Iraqi oil export 
port at Yanbu’. The Iraqi request reflects the desire of the Official Agency 
for Oil Projects to begin using the new pipeline for the export of Iraqi crude 
oil as soon as possible. It noteworthy that Iraq presently faces clearly 
observable financial pressures because of the limitation on its export 
capability on one hand, and the recession of worldwide oil prices on the other. 
[Text] [London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 26 Dec 86 p 44] 13286 
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JORDAN 


PLANNING MINISTER DISCUSSES AMERICAN ROLE IN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 26 Dec 86 pp 18-19 


[Interview with Minister of Planning Tahir Kan'an in Rome by Nahidah Nakd: 
"There is No Role for the United States in the West Bank Development Program"'] 


[Text] One of the existing disagreements between the Jordanian government and 
the Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO] revolves around the controversial 
issue named "economic and social development program in the occupied territory", 
also known as the fifth plan. 


This program, as depicted by the Jordanian government, aims to support 
institutions and citizens in the occupied territories in their opposition to the 
occupation and the Israelis’ attempt to remove them from their land and strip 
them of their national identity. Jordan hopes to achieve this by means of 
development projects .n various fields which will improve the economy of the 
occupied territory and the conditions of its inhabitants. 


The Ministry of Planning in Amman will undertake the implementation of this 
plan, or program. At a time when controversy still exists concerning this 
subject, the Jordanian Minister of Planning, Dr Tahir Kan'an, is chairing the 
tenth session of the supervisory council of the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) in Rome. 


AL-HAWADITH met with him there, and posed a number of questions to him 
concerning the goals of the program, the reasons which compelled the Jordanians 
to cease coordination with the joint Jordanian-Palestinian Council, the American 
role in financing the program, and the timing to be announced for the start of 
this vroject's implementation, especially after the break in relations between 
Jordan and the PLO. Dr Kan'‘an stated: 


"The idea of a program is not new. The economic dimension of support for 
steadfastness and resistance to the occupation has been among the enduring 
concerns of the Jordanian government since the Israeli aggression in 1967 

when it occupied the West Bank, the Gaza strip, Sinai, and the Golan. The 
basic population density just prior to the West Bank's occupation was for tne 
most part composed of Jordanian citizens. Action to assist them and make them 
economically viable in order to stand firm in the face of hostility is among 
the constants of Jordanian policy. The Jordanian government considered the 
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economic problems among all the problems stemming from the occupation and its 
continuation by means of a series of decisions made by the Supreme Council for 
the Affairs of the Occupied Territories, which is a ministerial council headed 

by the prime minister. In recent times, the council has tirelessly met 

whenever problems pertaining to citizens under the occupation have arisen. 

Its decisions are the decisions of the Supreme Council for the Affairs of the 
Occupied Territories. They are more binding than any law or existing legislation 
by virtue of the fact that these decisions have the power of customary law. 
Despite this, following 19 years of occupation, it has become clear that this 

way of dealing with the problems of the occupation can be described as "divisive". 
By its nature, it leads to conflict in the series of positions and policies 
because what is correct and sound in its application to a specific, minor 
Situation is not necessarily correct and sound on a continual basis. 


It has become clear that we need a coherent policy, a clear difinition of 
priorities and a view, which is more farsighted than temporary considerations, 
in order to deal with the problems of the occupation, and to respond to the 
needs of the citizens in the occupied territories, especially their needs in 
regard to the economic dimension. There are those who tell us that a plan is 
possible under the occupation. The word plan, however, does not mean the 
undertaking of a large operation, or a program which will remedy all aspects 
of life. Rather, it means planning for a factory, or the establishment of 
daily work programs. If we describe it as a plan or a program, it would not 
mean that we are placing it on a level which is distant from the reality of any 
occupation. 


[Question] Why did the implementation of this program begin with American 
financing, and it was not implemented when the financing was Arab? 


[Answer] There is no American financing. 
[Question] Perhaps you wish to call it a contribution. 


[Answer] There are no American funds. As the minister of planning, I have no 
knowledge of American funds with the exception of an insignificant sum, whose 
content was indicated by Vice-President Bush on his last visit to Jordan. This 
sum does not exceed $5.5 million from an installment of seed contribution 
within the American aid program. 


[Question] But what is the meaning of this contribution if in fact it was 
insignificant as you say? 


[Answer] America always contributes to voluntary association. They sent wheat 
and sorghum. Their last contribution was merely a shipment of sorghum 
announced by Bush on his visit to Jordan. It does not significantly reflect on 
the occupied territory program. 


[Question] Isn't this aid within the program? 


[Answer] No. 
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[Question] The program was not formulated following coordination with the 
United States? 


[Answer] Never. There is no American financing for the development program in 
the occupied territory, neither near nor far. 


[Question] Is it therefore a coincidence that the United States announced its 
contribution of this amount at the time that you announced the development 
program? 


[Answer] It was truly a coincidence. We are always seeking financial 
assistance and loans from the United States, European countries, international 
organizations and Arab countries. We had explained the situation to the United 
States, stating that Jordan is today passing through a difficult period due to 
prevailing conditions in the region, and the reduction of the volume of Arab aid 
and the volume of remittances from Jordanians working abroad. We had gone 
before the Americans stating that our responsibilities in this same period are 
larger that they normally are, and that we are shouldering developmental 
responsibilities not only on the East Bank, but, and especially, on the West 
Bank, where we decided to expend a large effort to financially support the 
occupied territories. Any American contribution might support us in this 
effort of ours, and this helps us. We do not, however, depend on this aid, 

or on any other single friendly country to realize the program. Actually, 
America was giving aid to the Jordanian government and private voluntary 
organizations which work in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. As for this year, 
the rate of all assistance has decreased because of the decision by Congress to 
reduce the budget by 10 percent. All American aid was naturally influenced in 
regard to the allocation for the occupied territories and Jordan. It dealt only 
with Israel and Egypt as two special cases without reducing the percentage 

of aid given to them. The occupied territories were not considered an 
exceptional case as is Israel. 


[Question] Is it also a coincidence that the announcement of the development 
program came following the February speech of King Hussayn, and criticism of the 
work of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian council? 


[Answer] Planning and preparation for the economic steadfastness program as a 
comprehensive program began with the government of President Zayd al-Rafa'i who 
spoke of it in his inaugural address. I was then appointed Minister for the 
Affairs of the Occupied Territories, and during the administration of the 
constitutional oath, His Highness, the King, informed me of the need for the 
concept of planning. After I relenquished my post, my principle work was 

within the framework of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian council. The 
formulation of the program's elements was present within the concerns of the 
joint council. I researched numerous aspects of it with my counterpart brothers 
among the members of the PLO's executive council who are in the joint council. 


Planning for this program requires 2 years. It will not be achieved overnight 
following the speech of His Highness, the King. At that time, however, the 
program received the official approval of the cabinet. 
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[Question] But will not the PLO be completely isolated from the existing 
development effort in the occupied territories in this manner? 


[Answer] This program defines the economic and social needs of the occupied 
territory, including the strengthening of the people, and increasing their 
powers of resistance in relation to the economic pressures to which they are 
subjected because of the occupation. Therefore, it has no direct connection 
with the political issue and the relationship of the Jordanian government with 
the PLO leadership. I hope that this issue is viewed within these political 
boundaries and that it is not obscured by the political issue. In regard to the 
joint council, it is an organizational framework established in 1979 to 
administer the funds provided by several Arab countries in order for the funds 
to be under joint Jordanian-Palestinian administration for the purpose of 

being used in economic measures to support steadfastness. At the same time, 
these Arab countries established equivalent funds to be directly administered by 
the PLO. One hundred million dollars were provided; $85 million were to 

be administered jointly by the Jordanian government and the PLO executive 
council, and $50 million were to be administered directly by the PLO. 


In 1 year, or during only 2 years between 1979 and 1985 [sic], these obligations 
were almost completely paid, that is to say, 85 instead of the 100 million 
because an Arab country whose share was 15 percent did not pay in any of years. 
Starting in 1983, only two countries paid, and not all of their share. In 1984, 
only one country honored its obligation, and in 1985 all of them stopped 
fulfilling their committment to support steadfastness. This largely preceded 
the problem between the Jordanian government and the PLO leadership. The 
Steadfastness Support Fund stopped receiving resources approximately 6 months 
before the speechof His Highness, the King. 


[Question] Is this the reason, that is to say, the unavailability of funds for 
the council, which compelled the Jordanian government to stop its coordination 
with the PLO regarding development issues in the occupied territories? 


[Answer] The Jordanian government was not coordinating with the PLO in bearing 
its responsibilities in regard to the citizens in the occupied territories 
whether in relation to the payment of employees" salaries, or the financial 
policy of the Ministry of Awqaf, or measures to include agricultural produce 
[in the Jordanian market]. Coordination with the joint council was limited to 
that which pertains to its resources. These resources, however, ceased, and 
coordination was frozen. As long as the council has resources, however, they 
will be administered in the same way. 


fQuestion] It is well known that in order to ensure the success of any 
development program, those benefiting from it must agree to its establishment 
and participate in its implementation. It appears, however, that a large number 
of citizen in the occupied territories oppose this program. The most 

important cause of this opposition is the PLO's lack of participation in it. 


[Answer] Coordination, even political [coordination] with the PLO leadership 
came to a standstill. The beneficiary of the program is not the PLO. We do not 
know the percentage of the populace opposed to this program. The basic work of 
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this program, however, is to support steadfastness. We do not have to confront 
opposition unless it results from a misunderstanding of the program's goals, or 
confusion which occurred as a result of the cessation of political cooperation 
with the PLO. I would be the happiest person if this confusion were removed, 
and the program were insulated from political sensitivities among Arab factions 
--including sensitives between the Jordanian government and the PLO leadership-- 
and fortified against political considerations, except for the opposition of the 
citizens to economic pressures imposed by the occupation. 


[Question] But when we speak of economic assistance for the sake of resisting 
the occupation, that must include a political role. If Jordan plays this role 
while separated from the PLO, it is therefore to be expected that sensitivities 
among citizens of the occupied land would be aroused--citizens who still 
consider the PLO their sole legal representative according to the latest Western 
statistics. 


[Answer] What is the relation of the topic of representation to the 
establishment of a school, or a hospital, or an increase in the means to export 
agricultural produce from the occupied territory to the east bank and the 
neighboring countries, or whether we reformed and supported educational curricula 
along any line! 


No one is preventing any side from assisting the citizens under the occupation. 
Let us frankly state that the basic doubt concerning the development program is 
that its objective is to call for, or gain supporters for Jordan. There are, 
however, cheaper and more direct ways to achieve that. 


[Question] The establishment of development projects, however, influences the 
daily life of the program's beneficiaries to a greater extent, and in the long 
run, it not only influences the economy of these regions, but also their policy. 


[Answer] Perhaps, but let us objectively pose the following question: What is 
the basic goal? Is it that the Jordanian government's priority and basic, 
profound concern is the number of PLO supporters in the occupied territories, or 
is its concern for the pressures to which the citizens are subjected, and which 
compel immigration ard the uprooting and emptying of the land?! I believe that 
it is fair to assume that the Jordanian government has the necessary political 
experience and vision to distinguish between a basic strategic goal, such as 
strengthening the people in the land and opposing attempts to uproot them and 
induce them to immigrate, and the question of the popularity of a specific 
Jordanian government in relation to the popularity of the PLO leadership. 


[Question] One of the basic problems pertaining to the possibility of 
steadfastness in the occupied territories is the dependence of these regions 
on Israel for water and electricity. Does the development program attempt to 
solve these problems, and does it work toward changing this bad situation? 


[Answer] I am not happy with the inflation of this subject and its presentation 
as a semblence of an economic program to support steadfastness as an alternative 
for other obligations in non-economic fields in confronting the number. It is 
not the alternative. Rather, it is a reserve, and we must not exaggerate about 
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the extent of what we can achieve, because the basic given is the existence of 
the occupation. Movement is limited, but it is important. An indication of 
this is the continual growth of the number of people and their agricultural 
production despite the pressures. 
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LEBANON 


BIRRI CRITICIZES AL-QADHDHAFI, SUPPORTS SYRIAN STAND 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 25 Dec 86 p 3 


[Interview with Nabih Birri: "Tripartite Agreement Is Only Solution and Those 
Who Reject It Must Present a Plan Acceptable to Other Sides"; in Damascus, 
date not specified] 


[Text] Amal Movement leader Minister Nabih Birri stated that the tripartite 
agreement is the only solution and those who reject it must present a plan 
acceptable to the other sides. 


Minister Birri also said that Yasir ‘Arafat wanted to return through a_ blood 
map in the Lebanese arena "and the objective is not to fight Israel but to 
hold onto Lebanon as a card in his hands." 


Birri attacked the recent resolutions of the Arab foreign ministers meeting. 
He viewed events in Maghdushah not as a pullout but as a troop replacement, 
pointing out that decision-making in the south belongs to the Lebanese and 
that pertaining to Palestine belongs to the Palestinians. 


Birri talked about several attempts to erupt the situation in West Beirut 
Prior to the eruption in Tripoli, saying that through eruption ‘Arafat and 
President Amin al-Jumayyil aimed to put pressure on Syria to go [back] to 
Syria. 


Minister Birri's above positions were revealed in a comprehensive interview 
with the official "National Information Agency" and Lebanon TV Channel 7 in 
Damascus on the current situation. Following is the text of the interview. 


[Question] What is Minister Birri's position on the resolutions of the Arab 
Foreign Ministers conference concerning the formation of a commission to work 
out a cease-fire, noting that the committee did not allude to any kind of 
pullout by the ‘Arafat group from Maghdushah and did not issue any 
condemnation of Palestinian expansion? Furthermore, do you believe that these 
resolutions are the first step toward the Arabization of the crisis and _ the 
failure of the Iranian initiative? 


[Answer] We ask this commission whether it brought with it the Arab aid 
the Arab League established some years ago as a consequence of the Israeli 
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invasion and the suffering of the people in the south. If it has brought 
this aid we will consider the truth of its intentions toward the south and its 
inhabitants. At any rate, there is a proper time for everything. This is an 
assault on Lebanon's sovereignty and on the Lebanese south. Arabization is a 
prelude to a crisis ‘Arafat had in view and the people of the south will 
know how to defend themselves against all these conspiracies. 


[Question] You have directed several appeals to the "Palestinian Salvation" 
Front to assume its role toward the ‘Arafat group in Maghdushah and the Beirut 
camps because ‘Arafat holds the card militarily as a prelude to holding the 
ecard of the south. Will you deal with ‘Arafat following the "Salvation's" 
failure to assume its role or does that mean a continuation of the camps war? 


[Answer] Most "Salvation" sides have aptly proven that they are no different 
than Yasir ‘Arafat. What happened last week with regard to implementing the 
agreement presented by the Islamic Republic in Iran is not a pullout from 
Maghdushah, but rather a replacement of troops. Some sides pulled out the 
first day and returned the next day. Troops currently stationed in Maghdushah 
not only belong to Abu ‘Ammar but to Abu-al-'Abbas, the Arab Liberation Front, 
the Democratic Front and the Popular Front as well. Many of the sides are 
still there and I believe that no one believes any more that Abu ‘Ammar is the 
master of the Lebanese arena. I have been pondering the question of whether 
any agreement henceforth should be concluded with the Salvation Front or Mr 
Yasir ‘Arafat in Maghdushah, from the standpoint of security at least. 


[Question] Should all initiatives fail, what plans and alternatives do you 
have to settle the problem of the camps war? 


[Answer ] As far as we are concerned, we are defending ourselves and our 
existence. Decision in the south will only be a Lebanese one. We are working 
Seriously and with all the determination and intensity we can muster to 
restore kinship between the Lebanese and the Palestinian peoples on the basis 
that decision-making in Lebanon belongs to the Lebanese and that which 
pertains to Palestine belongs to the Palestinians. If the intention is 
occupation, we will resist it like we would any other occupation. This is our 
position and we will accept no other. The Palestinians are our brothers, but 
in Palestine and for Palestinians and not at the expense of our people. 


[Question] Does withdrawal from Jizzin prior to the settlement of the east 
Sidon question mean a first step toward the establishment of a Palestinian 
canton and where does Minister Birri stand on that? 


[Answer] I believe that the plan to pull out of Jizzin is not under 
consideration, but is being publicized by Israel at this time to create a 
wider rift between Amal and the Progressive Socialist Party in particular. 
Therefore, I will tie myself to brother Walid Junblatt to forge an agreement 
with him on this subject. In the event of an Israeli withdrawal from Jizzin, 
the army will assume the security task in Jizzin. 


[Question] Are there any differences between you and the national forces in 
view of the allegation that these forces support Amal in the media while al- 
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Dahiyah is being shelled from the mountain and from positions controlled by 
your ally Minister Walid Junblatt? 


[Answer] On the contrary, there are no differences whatsoever. The position 
toward the national forces is clear, particularly with regard to brother Walid 
Junblatt. Walid Junblatt has made and is still making continual attempts to 
curb these matters. Let us not forget that Palestinian presence in Lebanon is 
essential to Walid Junblatt in his confrontation with the Suq al-Gharb front. 
Consequently, the Progressive Socialist Party [PSP] wants and is working to 
Stop any shelling from the mountain and any shelling or attacks on al-Dahiyah 
from the mountain. I do not believe, however, that Junblatt has a say in all 
Matters, as the popular saying goes. 


[Question] Is there any link between the Tripoli events against the Syrian 
forces and the war of camps in Beirut and the south? 


[Answer] Of course. After the conspiracy in east Sidon was exposed and it 
became clear to everybody near and far who caused the outbreak of fighting, 
the second attempt at eruption in West Beirut, via Mar Ilyas camp in 
particular, occurred. Kepeated attacks from this camp were aimed at exacting 
a reaction from Amal to trigger fighting between it and the PSP. Moreover, 
the cowardly and malicious operations against the 6th Brigade and the Amal 
forces in West Beirut and Cite Sportive were aimed at triggering hostilities 
in West Beirut, particularly in view of the presence of Syrian observers and 
some Syrian troops who came to Beirut as a result of the first war of camps 
operation to stem any development similar to those that evolved between al- 
Dahiyah south and West Beirut. When this scheme failed, Abu ‘Ammar, through 
his operatives in Tripoli, effected the outbreak. It is noted here that the 
PLO announced that it was in a state of alert and continuous meetings. It 
began announcing operations against the Syrian forces, thus underscoring the 
+bloody scheme through which Abu ‘Ammar wanted to return to the Lebanese arena. 
The Syrian forces settled the matter there promptly and it became clear that 
there was no difference between events in the south and events in the north, 
keeping in mind that Abu 'Ammar's first and last desire is not to fight Israel 
in Lebanon, but to hold onto Lebanon as a card in his hand. 


[Question] What is your reply to Col al-Qadhdhafi who accused the Shiite sect 
of "putridity" and called on the Lebanese youth to fight it? 


[Answer] Naturally, my reply to this allegation was through the press and the 
mass media. One can sympathize with him from the political standpoint because 
he wants to change his policy toward Syria first and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran second. Hence these charges, vilification and falsehoods in an attempt 
to evade the line he was following. Let us not forget here that when the 
Americans dropped 40 or 50 shells on Tripoli, Tripoli "mourned" for 7 days and 
every single place of business closed its door due to the collapse that befell 
al-Qadhdhafi and his government as a result, while the role of al-Dahiyah 
south and the people of the south toward the Americans and the multinational 
forces and toward the entire American machine is known. The [USS] New Jersey 
was shelling and we, young and old, were laughing and jesting. He did not 
Only assault the symbol of the Shiite sect, but rather the national and 
Islamic symbol, the biggest one in Lebanon so far. It is not strange that he 


44 








Should level accusations in this fashion. However, I would like to take this 
Opportunity to express my many thanks to all those who stood against his 
conspiracy, His Eminence Mufti Hasan Khalid in particular, because this stand 
taught all those who spread discord among the Muslims a great lesson. 


[Question] Your Excellency, where does the Syrian-Lebanese summit between 
Ba'tabdah and Damascus stand? Also, there is talk about privileges for the 
Shiite sect that coincided with the initiative of engineer (Hani) Salam, where 


do you stand on that? 


[Answer ] I am not adequately familiar with this subject. But I know that 
proposals have been submitted with regard to the creation of a new position of 
deputy prime minister for the Shiite sect, noting that a vice-presidential 
position was proposed in Lausanne and this is a big step backward. We know 
that when a car driver learns how to drive, he "goes" backward. We rejected 
this plan because it sows the seeds of discord between us and our Sunni 
brothers and us and our brothers the Roman Orthodox. The only solution is the 
tripartite agreement and he who rejects it must come forward with a plan 
acceptable to the other sides. We are with Lebanese-Syrian detente and from 
Damascus I say let it pass through Amal and not over Amal. And if Abu ‘Ammar 
erupted the situation in the south in agreement with Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil, 
each wanting to bring pressure to bear on Syria to get to Syria, let him be 
aware that I am lying in wait in Damascus and that things pass through us and 
not over us because we are the legal claimants and we do not suffer from a 
complex, the guilt complex. All the Arabs without exception are paying a tax 
to Abu ‘Ammar in stances and money. We made our payment in blood and we do 
not suffer from an inferiority complex. Others suffer from an inferiority 
complex toward themselves. Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil would have done better to 
Safeguard the Palestinians through his love for Lebanon and not by forging 
agreements with the Palestinians at the expense of the Palestinians and the 
Lebanese. He has begun to pay the price in all the Christian cities east of 
Sidon, the last of which, not the first, is Maghdushah. We, as the Amal 
Movement, preserved Christian-Muslim coexistence in the south with results 
known in advance. This new conspiracy for the sake of realizing personal 
designs against the Syrians and bringing pressure to bear on the Syrian given 
in Lebanon has produced diametrically opposite results. Unfortunately we now 
find the "WAFA" Agency in the Voice of the Phalange and "the March" [al- 
Masirah]. Furthermore, what does the "L.B.C." know about the freedom of the 
press many people in East Beirut are flaunting? Where are the freedoms of old 
of which they speak? And what is the difference between the old and the new 
era? Of course this is a secret in the fez known only to the "ironer." And 
in view of the rising price of the dollar, we are more and more aware of the 
value of payments in dollars. 


[Question] Where does the plan to abrogate the sectarian system stand in the 
wake of your pieoccupation with the camps war in Beirut and east Sidon? 


[Answer ] The abrogation of the sectarian system and events in the Sidon area 
and Israel are all one battle. The idea was to pressure Amal to accept 
anything, keeping in mind that we have stated then and now that we accept 
anything that restores Lebanon's unity, Arabism and integrity and we will not 
accept anything whatsoever under any pressure without that. 
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They have made many mistakes. Unfortunately some people are like olives that 
do not "mellow" without being "pressed," noting that we are like wild olives 
that turn more bitter with "pressing." I believe it is better to reconsider, 
to effect a Palestinian pullout from the camps and to implement the agreement 
concluded between the brothers in the Islamic Republic under Syrian auspices. 
Thereupon, the Damascus agreement regarding all the camps, al-Rashidiyah and 
others, can be enforced. The protection of the Palestinian people is a 
religous, human and national duty and I do not believe that there are arms 
longer than ours to embrace the Palestinians. 


He pointed to the affected uproar in the media about the al-Rashidiyah camp 
being under siege, saying: "The fact is that al-Rashidiyah camp is not under 
Siege from the standpoint of provisions. The camp has an opening to the sea 
800 meters long and supply boats go back and forth all the time. They 
complain that children are dying, as some of them put it, old decrepit men and 
suckling infants and oh such most wonderful things. 


"If this is the way it is, why this repression on the part of the Palestinian 
leaders against the Palestinian people? Why do they not pull out of 
Maghdushah so that we may implement the agreement step by step? Why this 
delay and by whom and who is behind it and for what reason? We hear’ the 
roosters crowing inside al-Rashidiyah camp and so long as the roosters are 
crowing and famine has reached such a degree, they would have killed the 
roosters, if indeed there was famine." 


He denied the existence of any supply problems in Shatillah or Burg al- 
Barajinah, saying: "This is a pressure tactic and a pass to the embassies to 
throw to the media in order to cover up their aggression." 


He added: "At point, I ask every Muslim, patriot and Arab-- care of the Arab 
delegation that came here oblivious of the payments it had to make to the 
people of the south--who committed the aggression and who started it all in 
al-Rashidiyah and al-Shawakir? Who attacked east Sidon and who attacked 
Maghdushah after sending messages and submitting requests to embassies and 
embassy security officers to attack Maghdushah and Mr Walid Junblatt advised 
them not to do anything or else? This advice notwithstanding, hostilities 
broke out in Burj al-Barajinah. We tried to resolve this matter. Two of our 
representatives were killed in Burj al-Barajinah. This is the problem from 
Start to finish. We all agreed to the Iranian agreement with all its 
articles. Pullout was supposed to begin and provisions delivered. We 
delivered the provisions and they began pulling out from here and going in 
+from there, just like the children's game where small children go out one door 
and in the other. Such tactics will not fool us because we have studied, 
cheered and spit out the 1982 tactic and its return is useless and 
unacceptable. The Arab League would have done better to take care of the 
people of the south." 


He wondered "Why does Abu ‘Ammar receive from all the Arab countries and the 
Arab League councils payments in millions of dollars while not a single 
orange from the south is allowed to be marketed. The Arab countries refuse to 
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receive fruit which is only marketed in Syria. Syrian markets are the only 
ones that are open to it. This Arab delegation we will present witha gift 
of oranges from the south to make it aware that southern organges are more 
effective than the shells being planted against the Israeli enemy to regain 
Arab entity in this region, unfortunately!" 


[Question] Some media reported that Minister Birri is under house arrest in 
Damascus. What is the reason for such rumors and can we elucidate on this to 
Lebanese public opinion? 


[Answer ] Those who spread this news have ties to the Libyan and Egyptian 
regimes in some Lebanese magazines, unfortunately. I, in fact, thank them for 
that because there were many voices in Africa, America, Europe and other 
places abroad I had not heard and they called me on the phone in Damascus to 
ask about me. 


Syria is an Arab country and Syria does not detain free people. On the 
contrary, Syria has offered and is offering everything it can for the sake of 
a Lebanese-Palestinian national solution. The fact is that I am in Damascus 
because most parties in the arena are in Damascus where the question is being 
closely considered. Anyhow, let them rest assured that I in Syria can detain 
but will not be detained. Let them be at ease. 


12502 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


NATIONAL CENTER FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DESCRIBED 
Jeddah AL-TIJARAH in Arabic Apr 86 pp 12-16 


[Interview with Dr Salih al-'Adhal, director of the King 'Abd-al-'Aziz Center 
for Science and Technology; date and place not specified] 


[Text] What lies beyond "the depletion of oil"? What will take place after 
the departure of the foreign labor that performs maintenance? How iong will 
we rely on Western technology? 


The answers to these questions are entirely dependent on the solution. The 
solution is not a simple matter. It involves the utilization of “solar energy," 
a form of energy which we have not yet made practical use of in our daily lives. 


Since our wise leadership began thinking of the "next era," it has worked to 
foster the establishment of the National Center for Science and Technology. 
This center is concerned with a number of endeavors, including studying and 
applying research on the uses of solar energy, keeping pace with world scien- 
tific development, utilizing and encouraging the c’eative abilities of the 
youth, and fostering pure and applied research that will help in the implemen- 
tation of ambitious development plans. 


The order to establish the new center calls for the formation of a higher board 
for the center. The king is the chairman of this board and the affairs of the 
board are to be managed by the crown prince. Seven ministers will make up the 
remaining members. 


The new order also provides for the name of the center to be changed to the 
King ‘Abd-al-‘'Aziz City for Science and Technology. 


In order to achieve this, the center was merged into the city project and the 
result became the King ‘'Abd-al-'Aziz City for Science and Technology. Many 
institutes and laboratories for science and research will be built on the 
city's land. This is one of the most important features of the new order. 


The following review summarizes the other projects and accomplishments that 
will be undertaken in the near future. 
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What was formerly the center, and is now the "scientific city", is an imposing 
institution that has worked to foster many national projects since its estab- 
lishment in 1397 A.H. The foremost aim of these national projects has been to 
develop science and technology. 


In accomplishing this aim, the center has inevitably worked toward the imple- 
mentation of the national strategies in this field. In fact, the center im- 
plemented programs of pure ana applied research in the support of development 
in our country and helped the private sector to improve agricultural and indus- 
trial research in order to increase production. 


665 Millian for City Buildings 


Speaking to AL-TIJARAH, Dr Salih al-'Adhal, director of the King 'Abd-al-'Aziz 
City for Science and Technology, commented on the announcement of the new 
order pertaining to this city. He said: 'The late King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz accom- 
plished great works which are a source of pride to this country. This is an 
indication of his love and sacrifice for this nation. The association of his 
name with this important scientific institution is just one testament to his 
deeds and the perpetuation of his memory." 


Dr al-‘'Adhal added the following comments on the activities and costs of the 
city in numerical terms: 


"Currently underway are the housing project and the facilities and basic ser- 
vices project. The total cost of these two projects is 665 million riyals. 
The Arab and Islamic style has been maintained in the design of the housing 
project. The first part of the city buildings project is now nearing comple- 
tion. Institutes for scientific research will be established as part of the 
city project, and these institutes are considered among the most important 
parts of the project. The institutes will include an energy research insti- 
tute; an oil and petrochemicals research institute; institutes for research 

on arid lands, scientific equipment, and electronics; institutes dedicated to 
astronomical research and industrial research; an institute for research on 
natural and environmental resources; and a research institute specializing in 
space sciences. Work was begun in some of these institutes with the establish- 
ment of the center in the recent past, and work will continue in these insti- 
tutes when the city project is established. These institutes form the nucleus 
of the city's basic projects." 


Ongoing Accomplishments 


Dr al-'Adhal evaluated the goals in the city's plan that have been met to date, 
as follows: "The city's accomplishments are projects characterized by contin- 
uity, as is the case with the projects pertaining to scientific development. 

In the area of strengthening research, almost 200 applied research studies 

have been supported. In addition, many scientific projects have been initiated, 
and these projects are viewed as the nucleus of future scientific activity after 
completion of the developmental project of the city. Efforts include a solar 
energy proiect, a space sciences station project, a fishery project, and an 
astronomical observatories project. 


49 











"At the present time, the city is offering academic and experimental grants 
in order to develop the necessary capabilities. It is also responsible for 
offering grants to individuals and scientific organizations to conduct applied 


research. These activities are being coordinated with government organizations, 


scientific groups, and other research centers in order to avoid duplication, 
to unify efforts, and to stimulate the research process." 


Support of Applied Research 


[Question] Since you have discussed the offering of grants to support applied 
research, let me ask you about the city's schedule. I believe it is a unique 
schedule that begins, as I recall, in 1399 to 1400 A.H. with the support of 
applied research. What are the major milestones in this schedule, and to what 
extent have the scientists and researchers responded favorably to it? 


[Answer] Since the city first began offering annual grants to support applied 
research, a growing acceptance has been noted among researchers. Researchers 
have proposed a large number of applied research projects, which are being 
studied and evaluated by experts to select suitable research that is consis- 
tent with the goals of the annual program for the support of applied research. 


The fact is that the response of scientists and researchers to the program has 
been extremely good. 


Studies Related to Development 


[Question] We would also like to know the major projects that government of- 
fices have assigned to the city with the aim of producing solutions to some 
of the problems that prevent the imolementation of development plans. 


[Answer] Based on my present recollection, the following projects have been 
assigned to the city for study: a project to study the disease leishmaniasis, 
a project to study traffic safety, a project to study qat, a project to study 
cracks in concrete, and a project to evaluate the performance efficiency of 
the computer in the National Information Center of the Ministry of Interior. 


Universities First To Benefit from Research 


[Question] What are your most important contributions toward increasing the 
technological development of various government organizations? 


Analytical studies conducted by the Scientific Research Administration in 
Medina have addressed the distribution of support among the first six programs 
of applied research, which have received almost 180 million riyals, and the 
national research projects, which have received approximately 45 million 
riyals in support. These studies indicate that the objective of equipping the 
laboratories and research stations with the most modern equipment and tech- 
niques for use in conducting research and studies obtained some 35 percent of 
all support. The government sectors that have benefited most from the pro- 
cess of establishing and outfitting laboratories with advanced equipment and 
technology have been the universities. 
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Extensive Cooperation With the Universities 


[Question] As long as the universities are the primary beneficiary of the 
services of the city, let me ask about the extent of cooperation among the 
city, the universities, and the various national institutions in the field of 
research, and the degree to which information is exchanged to prevent duplica- 
tion of efforts. 


[Answer] The King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz City for Science and Technology has made the 
achievement of advancement for the kingdom its highest goal. It has put all 
of its advanced capabilities at the service of the organizations of the state 
in order to achieve this goal by all possible means within the framework of 
cooperation with the government organizations, scientific institutions, and 
research centers in the kingdom through the exchange of information and the 
prevention of duplication of its efforts. To give just one example, the city 
purchased a collection of documents of the Educational Research and Informa- 
tion Center (ERIC) recorded on microfiche and transferred them to the College 
of Education of King Sa'ud University in Riyadh at the request of the college. 


Combined Index of University Libraries 


The city's library has begun implementing a project to compile a combined in- 
dex of periodicals and serials received by the university and research librar- 
ies. A computer will be used for this purpose. The index will benefit scien- 
tists and researchers in identifying the sources of scientific and technical 
information they need within the kingdom. It will also allow full utilization 
of national sources of information and will give all the libraries in the 
kingdom the opportunity to share in the use of these sources. Certain govern- 
mental offices and universities made known their desire to establish a commun- 
ications network that would give these organizations the opportunity to use 

the unique information bases maintained by the city. To meet these needs, 

the city began making plans for the establishment of an integrated communica- 
tions network. This required an expansion of computer capabilities in the 
city. In addition, 39 half-duplex clear-voice telephone channels were added 
througl. the Ministry of Telegraph, Post, and Telephone for use by the city. 

Two of these channels have actually been connected, one with the Ministry of 
Planning and the other with the National Computer Center of the Interior Min- 
istry. In addition, the city is meeting the wishes of all the government agen- 
cies and organizations with respect to the establishment of regular cooperative 
relationships with them. 


Competition for Applied Research 


[Question] What are the methods for expanding the city's activities in the 
field of strengthening scientific experimentation? 


[Answer] Since its establishment, the King 'Abd-al-'Aziz City for Science and 
Technology has participated actively in supporting the various fields of devel- 
opment in the kingdom through scientific and technical activities of an ap- 
plied research nature. With regard to the activities of the city in the sup- 
port of scientific research, the city is making intensive efforts to support 
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scientific research in the applied fields. A system of annual programs is 
followed in this area. Each year the city announces a contest to support 
applied research through competition among researchers in the various univer- 
sities, including both members of the academic faculty and researchers in the 
various research centers of the colleges. The total amount offered by the 
city in these programs, which are seven in number, is approximately 200 mil- 
lion Saudi riyals. Some 200 projects were supervised by some 700 researchers, 
approximately 60 percent of them Saudis. 


[Question] In the area of promoting scientific research, how many grants were 
offered for the projects during fiscal years 1303 through 1305 A.H.? 


[Answer] Some 218 grants for applied and national research have been offered 
by the city to date. 


National Patent System 


[Question] From time to time, our newspapers publish interviews with young 
people who have inventive capabilities. What has the city done to date to 
encourage inventive talents among the youth and expand their horizons of re- 
search? 


[Answer] In order to encourage young inventors, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
has joined the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) as a Category 

A member in accordance with Royal Decree No 603 of 28 Muharram 1402 A.H. The 
city has drafted a national patent law that is currently under study by the 
concerned agencies in preparation for approval and implementation. The city 
is currently receiving applications pertaining to inventions submitted by in- 
ventors in the kingdom. These applications are being accepted on a provisional 
basis for study when the Saudi patent law is issued. 


[Question] We asked the president of the city about the potential for the 
city to take advantage of the expertise and experience of other centers in the 
world (NASA). We asked about cooperation between the cities and these world 
centers, when such cooperation began, and what results have come out of this 
cooperation. 


[Answer] The support of joint research programs between the kingdom and inter- 
national scientific institutions is one of the goals of the King ‘Abd-al-'‘Aziz 
City for Science and Technology. Examples of some forms of cooperation are 
technical cooperation with the National Science Foundation in the United States 
of America and cooperation with the U.S. Department of Energy in the field of 
solar energy (Soliras Program). 


Cooperation has been established with the Korean Higher Institute for Science 
and Technology on a project to develop building materials using local raw 
materials and another project to produce cattle feed from poultry scraps and 
palm leaves. 


Cooperation has been established with the College of Tropical Medicine in 
London in a study of the disease leishmaniasis in the eastern area of the 


kingdom. 
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Cooperation with West Germany includes a project to study the advance of sand 
and another project to prepare a botanical atlas for the kingdom. In the area 
of solar energy, there is a joint project to develop a solar energy station 
equipped with a thermal solar collector 17 meters in diameter and another pro- 
ject to use solar energy in the production of hydrogen. 


Saudi Center for Remote Sensing 


In the field of information, the city is cooperating with the Siemens and Kleit 
organizations of Germany to supply the Saudi Computer bank of scientific and 
technical terms in various technical fields. There is strong cooperation with 
the Research Council in Canada on the astronomical observatory project and 
with the Republic of China on fish aquiculture research. 


In addition, cooperation has been established with the American space agency 
in several fields, including the Saudi ground station for remote sensing, 
construction of which will be completed in June 1986. Completion of the space 
photographs processing center is expected in 1987. There is also cooperation 
with the agency aimed at conducting research on the encroachment of sand and 
hidden pockets of ground water in the areas of al-Jawf, Ha-il, and al-Hufuf. 
This research will be conducted using radar photographs taken from the space 
shuttle Challenger which was launched in 1984. Other cooperation has been 
established with NASA pertaining to the monitoring of earthquakes by means of 
lasers. 


The city has signed a cooperation agreement with France in the field of space 
research, and an agreement with Spot Image pertaining to the receipt of infor- 
mation from this French national company. 


[Question] But how can we encourage researchers in the universities to take 
an interest in matters and subjects that serve the aims of the Kingdom's 
development plan? 


[Answer] This can occur through the city's preparation of a booklet containing 
a comprehensive and detailed concept of the matters and issues tied to achieve- 
ment of the goals of the development plan. This booklet must be supplied to 
researchers in the universities to be studied during a time frame specified 
through coordination between the city and the universities. The remaining step 
is an expanded meeting between the two parties to discuss the contents of the 
booklet with the aim of arriving at a precise determination of the research 
projects that are really necessary to meet the requirements of the development 
plan. 


[Question] How was the city's computer installation developed? And can you 
tell us more about the establishment of a bank of technical terms used in sci- 
entific specialties? 


[Answer] The city's computer system was developed through the creation of 
national data bases and the establishment of the Gulf network of computers, 
which links the city with the universities and research centers within the 
kingdom and in the Gulf region. 
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The city has a computer bank of terms called BASM. The idea of establishing 
BASM began in Sha-ban 1403 A.H. Scientific terms are now entered in the data 
bank in Arabic, English, French, and German. 


Some 30,000 terms have now been entered in the data bank. It is hoped that a 
computerized translation program can be implemented in the near future along 
with the data bank of terms, BASM. 


[Question] Since its establishment, the city has been known for solar energy 
projects. What are the most important of these projects? 


[Answer] The city's most important solar energy projects that have been car- 
ried out to date include the solar village project, which serves the three 
Saudi villages of al-Jubayliah, al-‘Ayyinah and al-Hujrah with a total popula- 
tion of over 4,000 citizens. This project provides the citizens' electric 
power needs. Another important project uses solar energy to purify seawater. 
The goal of this project is to serve small villages. An experimental desali- 
nation station has been constructed in the city of Yanbu’ to bring these appli- 
cations into implementation. A third project under the supervision of the 
King 'Abd-al-'Aziz City for Science and Technology involves the use of photo- 
electricity to light some tunnels in the southern area of the kingdom as well 
as lighting some road signs. The joint solar dish project with West Germany 
is aimed at developing a solar energy station equipped with a thermal solar 
collector 17 meters in diameter. A second project in cooperation with West 
Germany will use solar energy for the production of hydrogen. 


A joint Saudi-American project in this field has also been undertaken. 


[Question] What is the most important applied research that the city has con- 
ducted, and what are the major features and the main significance of this work? 


[Answer] This work has been concentrated in several fields. In agriculture, 
research has been done in the following areas: 

--the use of highly saline water in agriculture; 

--the evaluation of the technological characteristics and uses of the trees 
that grow in the woods of the southwestern part of the kingdom; 

--studies of the spread of unwanted parasites that attack plants and the causes 
of plant diseases in the al-Kharj area; 

--the problem of the white ant in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; 

--biological and ecological studies of the varieties of insects that attack 
palm trees in the eastern region of the kingdom; 

--improvement of the fertility of imported cattle; 

--a study of reproduction in Nejd sheep; 

-—-a comprehensive study of the preservation and utilization of camels as a 


national resource. 
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Medical Research 


Research in the medical field includes: 

--a study to determine the natural percentages of children and adults in the 
Jiddah area; 

--a study of diabetes in the Jiddah area as well as contagious diseases during 
pregnancy; 

--a study of liver cancer in its early stages; 

--a study of problems with drugs and narcotics in the eastern region; 

--a study of the treatment of hemorrhoids with shortwave radiation and means of 
stopping the hemmorhaging of blood vessels; 

--a study of the effectiveness of (glucan?) against the diseases of leishman- 
iasis and bilharzia; 

--a study of natural levels of hormones among Saudi citizens; 

--a toxicological and pharmacological study of the poisons of scropions and 


snakes in the kingdom. 
Research in Building and Construction 


The city is conducting research in the following areas: 

--the development of construction materials using local raw materials; 

--a study of the insulating properties of materials and their applications in 
the kingdom's climate; 

--the study and design of construction parts made of steel-reinforced concrete; 
--a study of the potential for producing local standard sand to replace im- 
ported varieties. 


The book "Excerpts of Completed Supported Research" can be consulted to learn 
about the main features and significance of the research mentioned above. 


Lighting of Roads With Solar Energy 


[Question] Toward the aim of achieving technological development, the city is 
cooperating with the Ministry of Communicatioas on a proejct to light roads 
with solar energy. What are the major features of this project? 


[Answer] The Ministry of Communications made clear its desire to study the 
potential for usic7 photoelectricity, which operates on solar energy, in light- 
ing some public roads, traffic signs, and tunnels in places that cannot be con- 
nected to the general electricity grid for technical or economic reasons. 
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Therefore, the city participated with the Ministry of Communications in selec- 
ting eight types of projects for implementation at eight different locations 
in various parts of the kingdom. In November 1982, bids were solicited for 
implementation of the first phase of this project, which included engineering 
design and selection of suitable equipment. The second phase involves the 
securing, assembly, installation, and testing of equipment according to de- 
tailed drawings. Work has already begun on the lighting of some tunnels in 
Shi'ar Pass in the southern part of the kingdom. Work is continuing at some 
of the other sites. 


[Question] What are the characteristics of the future scientific strategy 
that the city has formulated for the development plans in the kingdom? 


[Answer] First, the evaluation and determination of the development priori- 
ties and the needs for science, technology, and applied research that further 
growth and support the social and economic development plans. This will be 
accomplished through the collection and analysis of information. 


Secondly, the measurement and estimation of the extent of backwardness (the 
gap) in science and technology between what presently exists and what is re- 
quired in the future for all aspects of the priorities described above. 


Thirdly, the setting of priorities with regard to the requirements for science 
and technology in every aspect of these selected priorities for the various 
variables and sectors, followed by the selection of the fields that have high 
priority in order to plan the scientific and applied research required to 
establish them. 


Ground Station for Space Photography 


[Question] Can you give us more details on the phases in the establishment 
of the Saudi ground station to receive and process space photography from 
satellites? 


What is the importance of utilizing this station? 


[Answer] The King ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz City for Science and Technology has signed a 
contract with a specialized international company to establish a Saudi ground 
station to receive and process space photographs. The station will be com- 
pleted in June 1986. The photograph processing center will be cumpieted in 
1987, God willing. 


The station will receive data from the Landsat-Support satellites and meteoro- 
logical observation. The goals of building this station can be summarized as 

follows: 

--the provision of data concerning scientific research to the concerned agen- 

cles. 


--the provision of data related to natural resources (agricultural-mineralog- 


ical. 
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--mapmaking (geological-geographical-topographical). 
--coordination with government agencies to prevent duplication of effort and 


build national cadres. 
National Astronomical Observatory 


[Question] The astronomical observatory project was announced a long time 
ago. What stage has this project ~eached to date, and has the site been 
selected for this project? 


[Answer] Based on excellent royal guidance in assigning the station for the 
establishment of the National Astronomical Observatory to the King 'Abd-al- 
"Aziz City for Science and Technology, the necessary steps have been taken to 
determine an appropriate site for this observatory. This process involves 
the selection and equipping of several sites to conduct the necessary experi- 
ments, with the best of the locations to be selected as the site for the Na- 
tional Astronomical Observatory. 


Training and Foreign Study of the City's Employees 


[Question] What are the city's plans to send abroad and train the Saudi ex- 
perts who run the King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz City for Science and Technology? 


[Answer] Some 19 of the city's employees were sent abroad in fiscal year 
1405-1406 A.H. In addition, 10 employees have been given leaves of absence 
to pursue higher studies at King Sa‘ud University. 


The plan for fiscal year 1406-1407 A.H. authorized the continuation of the 
program of study outside the kingdom and increased the number of participants 
to serve the general goals of the city. With regard to training, the city 
organization adopted a training plan aimed at meeting the educational needs 
and improving the standard of performance through training in conducting ad- 
vanced work. 


The preparation of a trainee to assume a vacant position requires that he 
undertake special preparation or taining. 


The trainee must also be prepared to take on new responsibilities in his work. 
During the past fiscal year, 14 employees were trained at the General Train- 


ing Administration in Riyadh. In addition, 18 employees were sent to scien- 
tific conferences and meetings outside the kingdom." 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


SONS OF SOUTH SOCIETY DISAVOWS CALL FOR REORGANIZATION 
Cairo AL-AMAL in Arabic 5 Dec 86 p 4 
[Article: "Statement of Sons of the South Society"] 


[Text] The Sons of the South Society issued a clarifying statement dated 

16 November 1986 in which it condemned the action of some of its cashiered 
leaders who participated in deception by distributing leaflets and statements 
regarding the society and appealed for what they called the election of new 
society leadership. The following is the complete text of the statement. 


In these critical circumstances through which our people's cause is passing; 
and in view of the need of increased cohesion, harmony, and unity between 
members of the society in order to confront the conspiracies that enemy 

forces are weavings; and in view of the hostile plans to bolster and strengthen 
the supports of the godless Marxist system existing in our country by force 

of steel and fire... 


In these critical, extremely complex circumstances, some "irresponsible" 
elements are resorting to attempts to stab our people's cause in the back, 
and create increased turmoil and confusion in the course of our people's long 
struggle against colonialism and godlessness which has been "built on" very 
precious blood shed over the period of many years. The conduct of patriotic 
Jihad has continually been honorable, famous for and distinguished "by 
integrity and honorable intent"... It has never fallen victim to the seeds 

of material and immaterial enticements scattered in its path...passing by 
with towering arrogance, in the belief that right will inevitably triumph 
whether the time is long or short, and believing that nothing is true but the 
truth: "For the scum disappears like froth cast out; While that which is 

for the good of mankind remains On the earth." [Koran XIII: 17] "God 
Almighty has spoken the Truth. 


The society, "leadership and base," was always above each enticement...above 
being carried away by material or immaterial glitter. Theretore it has 
always been considered a target for each enemy and "candidate" trying to 

tear it apart, rend its ranks, and crumple it up, considering it the pioneer 
organization, leader, and hope of all our people in the south. It is consid- 
ered the anchor to realize our people's hopes and desires. 
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Because the society was able, through many years past, to safely pass through 
all the persistent external efforts to harm it, its enemies introduced a 
malicious new attempt to harm it internally, to tear apart its ranks and 
destroy the unity of its membership. 


This new attempt took shape - regrettably - through some elements "discharged 
from the society" who undertook suspicious actions and promoted suspicion. 
Their goal was eliminating the society's unity and breaking the ranks of its 
membership, to achieve what the "overt" enemies failed to achieve. 


The leadership of the society countered these suspicious attempts by issuing 
a resolution dated 15 October 1986. On the basis of that resolution it 
withdrew the membership of those four in the central executive organization 
and froze their powers as members in the society. 


Nevertheless, they continued in their plan (conspiracy) against the unity of 
the society and its legitimate leadership, collaborating with some dupes and 
dreamers in deceptively distributing booklets and leaflets in the name of the 
society, and with suspicious and extraordinary audacity calling for what they 
call the "election of new society leadership." This is unlawful and something 
they have no right to do. 


The legitimate leadership of the society - which has the utmost concern for 
the unity of the society - point out and warn each honest, honorable society 
member from being carried away by this nonsense, forgery, deception, and 
deceit. It does not represent the view of the society and its legitimate 
leadership in any form, and the leadership is proceeding to take the necessary 
responsible measures to thwart this conspiratorial plan which aims to break 
the ranks of the society and stir up anarchy and confusion among its members. 


The leadership of the society appeals to each member who receives one of these 
types of completely fabricated, forged, counterfeit leaflets or statements to 
be completely assured that what he has received was not issued by the 
legitimate leadership of the society and does not in any way express its 
opinion. It is merely a conspiratorial ring to strike at and tear apart the 
society for the benefit of the society's and the member's enemies. 


For this reason it is necessary to give notice; May God grant success. 


13358/12851 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


OIL PRODUCTION TO REACH 100,000 BARRELS PER DAY IN 2 YEARS 


Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 30 Dec 86 p 7 


[Article: "Intensification of Digging and Exploration Operations with a New 
International Company: Aden will become an Oil Country within 2 Years" 


(Text ] The government of Democratic Yemen has recently intensified its 
efforts to drill for oil in accordance with initial estimates that current 
drilling operations will produce about 100,000 barrels within 2 years. The 
government of Aden has concluded a series of drilling and digging agreements 
with a number of new companies in addition to continuing earlier operations 
that Soviet, Spanish and Italian companies are undertaking. The Democratic 
Republic of Yemen has signed a contract with two companies, Occidental 
Petroleum (Canadian) and Consolidated Contractors. 

According to this contract, the two companies obtain the drilling and oil 
production rights in the land region of Masilah, located in the eastern part 
of the country. This region, in which reports indicate the existence of large 
quantities of oil, is between the concession area of the Brasbirto Company 
within the limits of Yanfiyadah and the former concession area of the Agip Oil 
Company in al-Sharmah. The sources that discovered this development in the 
oil-drilling activity in South Yemen indicated that the two parties will sign 
the final agreement on this matter in such a way that the Canadian company, 
which is a branch of the well-known American Occidental Company, will receive 
60 percent of the contract and the other company, which is based in Athens, 
will receive 40 percent . The Yemeni sources also say that another contract 
will be signed soon between the Petroleum Drilling Agency in South Yemen and 
the French Elf Aquitaine Petroleum Company. By this contract, this third 
company receives the drilling rights in the coastal region adjacent to the two 
ports of Aden and Abyan, an area of 19,000 square kilometers. It is to be 
noted here that the Elf Company, which is a well-known French company in the 
oil-drilling area, had received another contract for oil-drilling in the 
region of Balhafa, located east of Aden, when it bought 35 percent of the 
concession of the Petroleum Group Company, which Kuwait owns. The reports 
concerning the activity in this field indicate that the digging operations 
have reached their final stages and that the results are very encouraging. In 
addition, negotiations are now being held between the South Yemeni authorities 
and the international Cominso Petroleum Company Lmtd. based in Geneva in 
order to arrive at an agreement concerning drilling for oil in the Qamar Gulf, 
a region in which the Agip Oil Company used to operate. This region is 
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located in the eastern part of the country near the border with the Sultanate 
of Oman. Meanwhile, the Soviet company, Techno Export, is assisting Aden with 
the digging of a new well in the Shabwah region in the western part of the 
country, specifically, less than 60 kilometers from the concession area of the 
Hunt Oil Compnay in al-Marib al-Jawf adjacent to the border with North Yemen. 
It is noteworthy that since 1984, the Soviet company has been digging 
extremely deep wells without achieving any encouraging results. In other 
regions of South Yemen, we find that more than one foreign company is 
currently active in drilling for oil. There is the Brazilian Brasbirto 
Company, which began digging a second well in its concession area in Hurif- 
Ghidah in the eastern part of the country. At the same time, the Spanish 
Hispanoil Company obtained 20 percent of the concession in this region and the 
British Petroleum Company obtained 20 percent of the same concession. What is 
perhaps recent news in the area of oil-drilling activities in South Yemen is 
what is being said about the Italian Agip Oil company's abandonment of its 
operations in Yemen despite its success in discovering a rich field in the 
ocean region of al-Sharmah in 1982, where the volume of its production was 
estimated at 3000 barrels per day. Agyp Oil signed its first contract for oil- 
drilling in the two regions of the Qamar Gulf and Sharimah in April 1977 and 
has not achieved encouraging results except for the above-mentioned field. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


NASIR ALLIES DEPORTED--A reliable Yemeni source confirmed to AL-TADAMUN' that 
the Soviet authorities had detained 10 Yemeni soldiers who were supporters of 
the previous president, ‘Ali Nasir, and who were participating in an advanced 
training course in the Soviet Union. The detained soldiers are Ahmad 
‘Abdallah Salih al-Maj'ali, ‘Abd-al-Hakim Salih al-Maj'ali, ‘Abdallah Ahmad 
‘Awad Bin Shiqfah, Qasim Ahmad al-Qatish, ‘Ali Muhammad Mansur, Mohammad 
Ibrahim, Salih al-Khabr Bajrad, Nasir Ahmad al-Qashbari, Nasir Ahmad Nasir, 
and ‘Abd-al-Hamid Nasir ‘Umar al-Shaykh. There is information that the above- 
mentioned soldiers were detained and had been immediately transported by an 
Aeroflot plane that took off from Moscow to Aden via Cairo. It is not clear 
what happened to the 10 soldiers after their arrival in Aden. In Cairo, AL- 
TADAMUN learned that Mr al-Sayyid Fathi Radwan, as presdident of the Arab 
Human Rights Organization, had requested that an appointment be arranged with 
the Soviet ambassador in Cairo to inform him of the organization's protest 
concerning what happened to the 10 soldiers in Moscow so that this protest 
eould be transmitted to the secretary-general of the Communist Party in the 
Soviet Union, Mikhael Gorbachev. [Text] [London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 27 Dec 
86-2 Jan 87 p 5] 13292 
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AFGHANISTAN 


OFFICIAL CLAIMS RUSSIANS DIRECT FOREIGN POLICY 

Peshawar AFGHAN REALITIES in English No 71, 16 Dec 86 pp 1-3 

[Interview with Abd-u-Samad Sherzai ] 

[Text] Peshawar--A high ranking official of the Afghan foreign ministry 
has recently sought refuge in Pakistan. He says that the Russians direct 


the foreign policy of Afghanistan. 


"The puppet regime in Kabul apoints KHAD (secret police) officials in its 
embassies in foreign countries," he said in an interview in Peshawar. 


Abd-u-Samad Sherzai, who has served for 21 years in the Afghan foreign 
ministry, arrived in Pakistan on Nov 25. He has also served as diplomat in 
the Afghan embassies in Islamabad and Jeddah. 


Following is the transcript of the interview with Mr Sherzai: 

Q: What about the Russian role in the foreign policy of Afghanistan? 

A: I must say that the foreign policy of Afghanistan lies in the hands 
of the Russians. They plan an important role in the determination of the 
regime foreign policy. In this regard, all directions are received from 
Moscow. 


Q: What was your last post when yeu ieft the country? 


A: I was the deputy head of the Research Section in the ministry when 
I left the country and sought refuge in Pakistan. 


When my family left for Pakistan, the regime feared that I was also going 
to leave the country. For that reason, armed soldiers encircled and 
searched my house on October 29. They arrested me and took my valuables, 
documents and cash of Afs 1,800,900. 


Q: What about your interrogation and release? 


A: I was interrogated with torture for 10 days in the 5th Department of 
the KHAD (secret police). They said that I had established links with 
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the Mujahideen. There were many dangers that threatened my life during 
my detention in the KHAD. At last I found a chance one night to escape 
through a window and a neighbouring house. 


A: Have you served as a diplomat in any foreign country? 


A: During my 21 years of service in the ministry, I was sent twice to 
foreign countries as diplomat. I was the second secretary of the Afghan 
Embassy in Islamabad during the reign of King Zaher Shah. I also served 
in the Afghan Embassy in Jeddah during Daoud's period. 


Q: Were there Russian advisers in the ministry of foreign affairs? 


A: Yes. There were two advisers who occupied a separate office in the 
ministry. They controlled all administrative affairs of the ministry. 


Q: What about the standard of appointment of diplomats and officials in 
the ministry? 


A: The appointment of diplomats and officials takes place on the basis of 
nepotism and party affiliation. The KHAD plays a leading role in the 
appointment of officials and diplomats in the ministry. At present, most 
of the regime diplomats in foreign countries are KHAD officials who spend 
a probationary period in the KHAD. They are trained by Russian advisers 
and then sent abroad as diplomats through the ministry. In short, party 
membership and KHAD connections are essential for the appointment of 
dipiomats and officials in the ministry. Though there are several non- 
party officials in the ministry, they are not trustworthy. 


Q: How many former officials have left in the foreign ministry? 


A: There are about 12 former officials in the ministry. A number of former 
officials sought shelter in foreign countries and others were transferred 
to other government departments. 


Q: You say that the appointment of diplomats and officials takes place on 
the basis of party affiliation and nepotism, can you describe any example 
in this respect? 


A: Those who do not have any relation with the influential members of the 
party cannot get an official job in the ministry. On the contrary, there 
are many privileges for those who enjoy good relations with high ranking 
party members. 


For example, when the brother of Gen Rafi returned to Kabul after his 
studies in the Soviet Union, he was not sent to the military. Instead, he 
was appointed as official in the ministry within a week. He was sent to 
the Soviet Union as the second secretary of the Afghan Embassy in Moscow 
after 20 days of service in Kabul. 








Q: Did any change occur in the ministry following the exit of Babrak 
Karmal? Besides, what is the role of Mahmud Baryalai (the brother of Babrak 
Karmal) who played a significant role in the ministry? 


A: There were rumours about new changes in the ministry. It was said 
that Farid Zarif, the representative of the regime delegation in the UN, 
would be appointed as deputy minister of foreign affairs. 


With the exit of Babrak Karmal, Mahmud Baryalai has lost his authority and 
power in the ministry. 


According to various communist sources, the Russians want to protect the 
communist regime in Afghanistan at any cost. They shout "political settle- 
ment'’ to deceive the Mujahideen and seek their cooperation. 


Q: Why does the regime encourage girls to join the military? 


A: As a gap has been created due to desertions, the regime encourages giris 
to participate in the battlefield. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


REGIME REPORTEDLY ACCELERATES PROPAGANDA TO SEEK SUPPORT 
Peshawar AFGHAN REALITIES in Engiish No 71, 16 Dec 86 pp 5-6 


[Text] According to a number of regime employees who have sought refuge in 
Pakistan, the Russians and their puppet regime have launched new efforts to 
seek popular support in the country. 


There are rumours in certain quarters that the Russians want to form a 
coalition government with the participation of the following groups: 


1) The commanders who have joined the Mujahideen and got power among 
them through regime connections. 


2) The commanders who have taken active part in internal clashes among 
the Mujahideen and joined the regime on the basis of their opposition 
towards the Mujahideen. 


3) The commanders who can be deceived through money and good posts. 


4) Some factions of the Afghan Sovial Democratic Party, known as Afghan 
Mellat. 


5) The group of Setam-e-Milli. 
6) The group of Shula-e-Jawed. 


The new refugees said that on Dec 7 regime authorities summoned the Imams 
of Kabul mosques and told them to preach the legitimacy of the regime in 
their respective mosques. The Imams were assigned the duty to create 
Islamic arguments in the favour of the regime and legitimise the war 
against the Mujahideen. They were told to legitimise the presence of the 
Soviet troops for the defence of Islam. They were also told to go to the 
war fronts and speak to soldiers in the regime's favour. 


The Imams of Kabul mosques have reportedly established links with the 
KHAD (secret police). ‘They have been assigned the duty to know about the 
opinions of people in congregations and report them to the KHAD. In 
return, they receive a monthly salary of Afs 7,000 from the so-called 
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ministry of Islamic teachings which is run by the KHAD. In addition, 
various groups of Mullahs are sent to the Soviet Uzbekistan and Tajekistan 
for training. 


According to the refugees, a deep concern and panic is observed in the 
party after the exit of Babrak Karmal. In this connection, 60 supporters 
of Babrak Karmal were imprisoned, but 25 of them were released several days 
ago. 


About the situation of government departments, the refugees said: 


"As most of the experienced employees have left the country, new Khalqi 

and Parchami employees cannot work effectively due to lack of experience. 
The burden of work lies only on the shoulders of a number of former 
employees. They work hard but do not receive sufficient salary. Hence, 
they face a terrible situation and try to find a way of defection. They 
often search for trustworthy people to transfer their families to Pakistan 
safely, because the routes around Kabul are daily bombarded by the Russians. 


"The Russians have set up the system of ‘civil defence’ in Kabul offices. 
According to the new system, every employee is forced to take regime arms 
and defend his office. Also, girls spend nights in their offices in the 
name of civil defence." 


In addition, common people are forced to take regime arms to protect their 
houses and streets according to the system of "self-defence," the refugees 
said. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


TRADE WITH SOVIET UNION EXPANDING 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 27 Dec 86 pp 1-2 


[Text] Kabul--A press conference was held yesterday in Soviet trade repre- 
sentation in Kabul to evaluate the development and extension of Soviet 
trade and economic cooperation with Afgh nistan during the ongoing year 1986. 


The conference was attended by Sayed Amanuddin Amin, Deputy Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, Mohammad Khan Jalalar, Commerce Minister, Lemar Ahmad 
Lemar, Minister of Foodstuffs and Light Industries and representatives of 
national traders. 


Explaining the results of Afghan-Soviet cooperation in 1986, Soviet trade 
representative M.A. Pojilov said that Afghan-Soviet trade has been 
traversing its developing path since 1976 on the basis of five year agree- 
ment concluded by the Soviet Union and Afghanistan on the exchange of 
commodities. The year 1986, he added, which is nearing its end, is the 
first year of implementation of new long term agreements on exchange of 
goods for 1986-1990. It can be predicted on the basis of the agreement 
that the volume of goods exchanged will rise to five billion dollars in 
five years of the agreement while it was 4.3 billion dollars in the years 
1981-1985. 


Commitments of the two sides on the delivery of goods, together with 
those of the above agreement have been implemented by 112 percent in 

1986 and the contract on export of Soviet goods by 126 percent. The 
exchange of goods between Afghanistan and the Soviet Union has reached 
960 million dollars registering 6-7 percent increase over 1985 of which 
export of Soviet goods was 600 million dollars and import of Afghan goods 
by the Soviet Union 260 million dollars, the Soviet trade representative 
said. 


He added: "The future meeting on conclusion of trade protocols by our 
countries will be fruitful and create favourable conditions for the expan- 
sion and growth of Afghan-Soviet trade cooperation." 


Commerce Minister of the DRA also explained the growing trade relations 
between the two countries. 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/119 


68 








AFGHANISTAN 


EDUCATION IN PAKTIA EXAMINED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 16 Dec 86 p 4 


[Text] Over 1250 students have been enrolled in schools of the centre and 
districts of Paktia province during the first half of this year, said 
Mawladad, head of Paktia education department to BIA. 


During the same period, he said, 160 literacy courses with an enrollment 
of i545 have been set up and around 1000 graduated from the courses. 


As many as 52 students of frontier districts were introduced to Khoshal 
Khan lycee and 45 of them sent to the Soviet Union, Mawladad added. 


To respond to the demands of the 16th plenum of the PDPA Central Committee 
for shielding the borders and establishing security in localities and 
villages of the country, 300 students of frontier areas have enlisted in 
the ranks of the security forces. A new school costing 4.5 million 
Afghanis was built this year on an area of 0.8 hectare in Gardez city and 
another school destroyed by the counter-revolution rehabilitated. 


Also for enriching the knowledge of students and helping them to acquire 
necessary military preparedness before joining the armed forces, four 
teaching labs, two libraries housing 8,000 different books and a military 
department have been opened this year in a frontier district in Abdul Hai 
Gardezi lycee in the centre of Paktia. Around 1000 tables and benches 
have been repaired or newly given to the schools, he went on. 


Over 1900 boy and girl students are studying in eight lycees, two teachers' 
training institutes and eight primary schools of the province. Teaching 
is tun by 157 teachers. Also over 6000 students are now enrolled in 300 
literacy courses taught by 182 official and volunteer teachers, the head 
of Paktia education department added. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIETS PROVIDE VOCATIONAL ASSISTANCE 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 25 Dec 86 p 4 
[Article by Dost Mohammad] 


[Text] No 1 vocational school of Kabul city has since its establishment 
produced 915 graduates in different fields. 


Established in 1982 with an enrolment of 61 students, the school has now 
271 students on its rolls who study automobile repair, turnery and elec- 
trical jobs etc. 


The main purpose of establishing the school was to train skilled professional 
workers to meet the needs of industrial institutions. The school has 
developed in recent years and possesses good workshops and laboratory. The 
instruction is by 26 Afghan and 18 Soviet teachers. 


The workshops have 107 lathes, welding and metal cutting and other machines 
installed by Soviet technicians. 


Sixty students of the school have been sent to the Soviet Union for continu- 
ing their higher education for a period of three years. Also every year 
three teachers are sent to the Soviet Union to enhance their level of 
specialty. 


A six-month course was organised last year by the school for training 
drivers and technicians of AFSOTR company. Fifty-six persons completed 


the course last year. 


Apart from their studies, the students of the school also take part in 
production. 


The courses last one and a half years out of which one year is devoted to 
learning theory and the remaining practical work in state institutions. 


During their practical work, they are paid salary. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MEDICINE PRODUCTION INCREASES 12 PERCENT 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 10 Dec 86 p 4 
fArticle by Zakia] 


[Text] The pharmacy department produced in the first six months of the 
current year medicines costing Afs 51,648,000 needed by health institutions 
and state and private pharmacies of the country. This figure shows a growth 
of 12 percent compared to the same period of last year. 


The department prepared in this period 280,129,000 Afs worth of medical 
equipment and medicines. The plan in this respect has been fulfilled by 104 
percent compared to the same period of last year. Also medical equipment 
costing Afs 409,273,845 were distributed in this period to the health insti- 
tutions and state and private pharmacies of the country. The activities 

of this sector grew by 15 percent compared to the first half of last year 
and the plan has been implemented by 110 percent. 


The department has three main sections for production, supply and distribu- 
tion. Tablets, capsules, injection drugs, syrups, ointments and alcohol 
are produced in this department and 162 pharmacists and skilled workers are 
working in these sections. The department imports raw materials from abroad 
and only 75 percent by medical alcohol is produced inside the country. 


The department distributes its product through 74 state pharmacies through- 
out the country. Of these, 44 are in the provinces. The department sells 
its products 10 percent lower than in the open market. 


The department had recently signed protocols with the friendly countries 
Bulgaria and India. According to the protocols, the knowhow for manufacture 
of 14 medicinal preparations will be provided by Bulgaria and four by India. 


The department was established in HS 1333 and its production has considerably 
increased after the triumph of April Revolution. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SIX-STORY FLATS TO BE BUILT IN MICRORAYON 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 9 Dec 86 p 1 


[Text] Kabul (BIA)--To provide more housing at lower cost the Pre-fabricated 
Housing Complex has planned to add one more floor to the Microrayon residen- 
tial blocks. The future blocks of Microrayon will be built in six storeys. 


Engineer Baluch, general director of the engineering department of the 
complex said that in the new plans, five apartments are added and an 
average of seven million Afs would be saved in the construction of each 
block as compared to the previous five storeyed ones. 


The new blocks which will comprise 3 and 4 room apartments will have 
greater capacity to withstand earthquakes and will be equipped with lifts 
for the convenience of top floor residents. 


It is also proposed to construct public toilets at crowded centres and 
markets of the Microrayons. The consttuction work of some has started. 


The Pre-fabricated Housing Complex have constructed 16,728 residential 
apartments in the first, second and third Microrayons and 28 schools in 
different parts of Kabul city since its establishment. It has also built 
ten blocks of 500 apartments in the workers township adjacent to the complex. 


The annual production capacity of the complex is 60,000 sqm of residential 
space or 895 apartments and this will be increased to 100,000 sqm or 
1,485 apartments by the end of the five year plan. 


The second phase of expansion of the complex with the cooperation of the 
Soviet Union is in progress and it will be completed by the end of the 


five year plan. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PRIVATE SECTOR FINDS SUPPORT IN STATE 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 Dec 86 p l 
[Article by Zakia] 


[Text] The Kismat shoe factory produced 180,000 pairs of shoes and made 
an income of 243 million Afs in the first six months of the current year. 


Out of the above 110,000 pairs of shoes were supplied to the armed forces 
and the rest marketed through the agencies of the factory. 


Mohammad Ehsan, head of the factory said: 


We will do our best to strengthen the national economy especially through 
the development of trade, agriculture and industry, by utilizing all exist- 
ing possibilities and the timely assistance of the state. 


Today, all traders and entrepreneurs enjoy the support of the party and 
the state. In addition to 897 million Afs as loan, the state has also 
extended to them taxes and customs exemptions. Projects newly started in 
the private sector are exempt from paying taxes and customs duties for 
four years. Also skilled workers of private sector are given military 
exemption cards. 


He added: "The approval of 31 new projects in the private sector with a 
total capital of 246.6 million Afghanis by the state testifies to the fact 
that our revolutionary state intends to further strengthen the social 
pillars of the revolution through developing and expanding the private 
sector in the country. The state supports the private entrepreneurs not 
only in the economic spheres, but gives them the share in the political 
system of the country. For instance, the representatives of private sector 
are included in the highest state organ and social organisation (the 
Revolutionary Council and the National Fatherland Front) of the country. 


"Kismat shoe factory is one of those private sector institutions which was 


established with 20 workers and an initial capital of 5 million Afs in 
1364 HS. Its working capital is 240 million Afs now. 
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"The factory has 74 different machines and 360 workers of whom 73 are 
women. 


The factory produces 1200 pairs of shoes daily and sells them in Kabul, 
Balkh, Kunduz and Nangarhar provinces’ through retail and wholesale stores. 
The factory sells its shoes 3 percent lower than the similar shoes imported 
from abroad. 


The factory imports its needed raw material from France, Italy, Austria, 
Korea and Pakistan. According to a contract, Romania will also provide the 
raw material needed by the factory. 


In addition to the monthly salary, the workers of the factory are given 

other material concessions, too. The factory gives an extra payment of 

1000 Afs for each worker on the occasion of May 1, and Afs 500 for every 
women worker on March 8. 


Likewise, two literacy courses with an enrollment of 60 were set up in 1364 
HS. Majority of the workers are TU members. 


Also, a well-equipped health clinic is giving free medical services in the 
factory. 
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DISSIDENT COMMUNIST GROUPS DECIDE TO MERGE 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 28 Dec 86 p 9 


[Article by Satyen Dutta] 


[Text ] 
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FARAKKA, Dec. 27.—Thé Com-; 
munist Unity Centre, a breakaway 
West Bengal group of the CPI(M)! 
has decided to merge wiih the 
Marxist Communist Party’ of 
India. This decision was taken at 
the two-day political conference 
of the CUC which opened here 
today. The MCPI comprises for‘ 
mer CPI(M) members and has. 
State units in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Rajasthan, Andhra and 
Tamil Nadu. 

With CUC’s merger with MCPI, 
the later has now found a hew 
foothold in West Bengal. Mr 
Sudhir Bhattacharyya, secretary 
of CUC, said the merger would 
strengthen “efforts to build up 
a rea! Communist party on an 
all-India plane”. Mr M. V. Ragha- 
van, the dissident Marxist who 
was expelled from CPI(M) and 
formed the Communist Marxist 
Party in Kerala with his 35,000 
followers, was not present at the 
inaugural function. The question 
of his party merging with MCPI 
ae remaing an open ques- 

on. 

Mr Bhattacharyya said MCP! 
would contest Assembly elections 
scheduled to be held In some 
States. It would have electoral 
alliances with parties such as 
CPI(M), CPI, Forward Bloc, and 
RSP “with a minimum agreed 
programme”. It might also have 
scat agreements with Jamata and 
Lok Dal but under no circums- 
tances would it have truck with 
Congress(I) and communal parties 
like BJP and Musiim League. 

About 200 delegates are atte 
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ding the conference. All the dis. 
tricts in West Bengal. except 
Jaloaiguri, are represented, The 
MCPI general secretary, Mr S. 
S. Sribastav, the secretary, Bihar 
State committee of MCP] Mr 
K. N. Dubey another MLA, Mr 
B. Onkar, and a CPI(M) MLA 
from Naxalbari Mr Patras Minch 
and some former members of the 
undivided CPI are attending the 
conference. 

The CUC came down heavily 
on the CPI(M)-led Left Front in 
West Bengal in its draft political 
resolution. It says “there is no 
fundamental difference between 
the Left Front Ministry in West 
Bengal and non-Left Ministries in 
other States. The constituents of 
the Left Front lost the charac 
ter of class struggle and are opcn- 
ly siding with class rule and sup 
porting capitalism”. 

The resolution says the “revt- 
sionists” are giving a bad name 
to Marxism. They came to power 
in the name of providing relief 
to the common people but instead 
are trying to wipe out the “revo- 
tutionary consciousness of the 
tolling mass”. The resu't is that 
a section of peop'e have wrong 
notions about Marxism. It !s 
necessary to continue “a relentless 
war acdainst revisionism and 
opportunism”, the resolution ob 
serves. 

Making it clear that forming 
States on a linguistic basis is 
wrong, a resolution on Gorkha- 
land savs the agitation launched 
by the GNLF should be ended 
as it will finally lead to a “fratri- 
cidal war’. 
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MINORITY CELLS SET UP IN 17 STATES AND DELHI 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Dec 86 p 6 


[Text] 
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- December 26 (UNI). 


EVENTEEN states and the 
S Union territory of Delhi have 
sct up commissions and cells to 
redress grievances of a4 oo 
and suggest measurcs 
nomic educational develop- 
ment. sia 

However, Jammu acd Kash | 
Union territories of the Andamans, 
Lakshadweep and Pondicherry have 


informed the Union home ministry | 


that they not feel the necessity of 
having them, according to official 
report. 

The Minorities Commission was 
set up by the Janata government. in 
1978 with Mr, Minoo Masani as its 
firse chairman, Scveral stale govern. 
ments followed suit aud set up the | 
cells ‘as part of theit' minorities wel- 
fare programme. 


The report says, barring Assam and 
Tripura, all states and Union terri 
tories in the north-eastern region have 
yet to set up such cells, Population m 
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the north-east has @ large mumber 
of minorities. 

To make the minorities commis- 
sions and cells more effective, Jus- 
tice M. H, Beg, chairman of the 
commission, recommended to the 
government the setting up of a Na- 
tional Integration-cum-Human Rights 
Commission, 

He suggested that the commission 
be given more powers to tackle pro- 
blems faced Sy the minoritics, . 

The states where minorities com- 
missions and cells have been ¢ésia- 
blished in the last seven years are~ 
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gu- 
jerat, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Kar- 
naiake, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, 
Tripura and West Bengal. . 
i.\/Thp main aim of setting up the 
cells and commissions was to . chalk 
out programmes and policies to re. 
move illiteracy among the minoritics. 

Mr. N. C, Saxena, joint-secretary 
of the Minorities Commission of In- 
dia, in his teport, has said quat Mus- 
lims are ten times ecohomically back- 
ward than other communities, 
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REPORT ON BANGLADESH PROTEST TO INDIA DENIED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Dec 86 p 9 


[Article by Zaglul A. Chowdhury ] 


[Text] 


/9317 
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DHAKA, December 28. 

NDIAN high commission 

sources here have described as 
bascless reports in the Bangladesh 
and forcign press that Dhaka had 
lodged a “strong pruiest” with 
New Delhi over the kill ng of 19 
Bangladesh nationals by the Shanti 
Bahini insurgents recently. 

“Such reports arc bascless” ihe 
source said, adding thal the acting 
Indian high commissioner in Dhaka, 
Mr. Himachal Soma, was called to the 
forcign office to express Dhaka's “con- 
cern” over the incident. 

The sources said that such concern 
by gs pepe was nothing new in the 
wake of the presence of Chakma refu- 
gees and Dhaka's allegations that In- 
dian territory was used by the Chakma 
tribals, known as “Shanti Bahini™ in- 
surgents. 

The subject was under constant dis- 
cussion betweew the two countrics at 
different levels, the sources said adding 
that Bangladesh had said it had no 
evidence of Indian involvement. 

The report of Bangladesh lodging a 
“strong protest” was published only in 
one daily here and it was picked up by 
the foreign media. Indian high com- 
mission sources said the acting high 
commissioner was Called to the foreign 
office for expressing Dhaka's concern 


since the “insurgents came from 
India”. 

lt is learnt that the Bangladesh side 
had expressed “grave and serious con- 


cern” to the Indian acting bigh com- 
missioner because the “miscreants 
came from India and killed innocent 
people, entering Bangladesh unlawfully 
from the other side of the border.” 

It is also learnt that Bangladesh 
reminded India that the two countrics 
had agreed that none would allow its 
soil for activities against the other 

Dhaka wanted such understanding 
to be maintained and that India should 
take sicps to ensure that its territory 
was not used against anti-Bangladesh 
activilics. 

PT! adds: The outlawed Behini 
gucrrillas had gunned down 18 reset- 
ticrs and two Bangladesh armymen in 
an hour-long encounter at Bagaicherri 
in Bangladesh's Chittagong hill tracts 
on Friday last. 

The guerrillas raided a rescttier's 
colony that night and opened in- 
discriminate fire on the inmates, killing 
at least 18 on the spot. Over 20 were 
injured 

Two Bangladesh soldiers were killed 
after a patrol rushed to the rescue and 
walked into the trap laid by the waiting 
rebels 

Meanwhile, a substantial number of 
army units has been deployed at 
Ramegarh, where the guerrilla strike 
group wrecked havoc on Monday 
killing at least 40 resettlers. T’xe guer 
rillas also set fire to a cinema hall and 
over 100 shops in Ramegarh 

The raid on Ramegarh was the most 
daring of its kind in the decade-long 
Bahini's armed struggle 
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evidence of this are the prisons in Iraq which are overflowing with innocent 
people. If anyone should inspect these prisons he would bear witness to this 
situation." 


With regard to weapons and technical equipment purchases, the DER SPIEGEL 
journalist asked if it were true that Iran is acquiring weapons and technical 
equipment for aircraft from Israel. The president responded by saying: ‘This 
is an insult, and even those who are perpetrating this insult know it is false. 
Aware of our sensitivity about and enmity toward Israel, they repeatedly make 
this charge. In any case, we have severed all relations with Israel, and we 

are disgusted over any kind of Israeli assistance there might have been. 


The DER SPIEGEL journalist then asked: If it should turn out that [ran's 

oil production during the current year falls sharply relative to the oil 
production of other OPEC members, does the president not think that time is 
running against Iran? The president replied: "Under no circumstances is time 
running against us. We learn a new lesson and gain new experience from every 
event, every moment, and every year that goes by. Of course Iran's oil] 
production this year relative to last year is lower. But this is a problen 
common to all members of OPEC. We have been able to adapt quickly to the new 
situation and thus, today we do not feel the weight of this lead very mu 7 


The journalist asked why Iran gave its support for the maintenance of Iraq 
oil production quota in OPEC. The president replied: "We, in no way ga 


our support to an Iraqi quota. Iraq acted in defiance of what was agreed | 
all of OPEC. This is natural for the Iraqi regime which always acts without 
consulting with anyone and against the common view of others We promi | 
OPEC that we would act. We said we would not allow Iraq to produce mor: 
than the quota which was determined for Iraq. Iran, therefore, launch: 


Fatah 1 operations and some other operations in fulfillment of thi 
and will continue to do so in the future.” 


In answer to the question whether Iran, in light of Iraqi air atta 
Kharg Island and Sirri Island, now does or does not intend ti lose the 
Straits of Hormuz, the President said: ‘'We have always said, and again w 


say that we will not be the only country prevented 
the Straits of Hormus. The day that we are unable 


from exporting 
Straits of Hormuz, other countries will also be unable to do 


o ship our oil throug! 


The journalist said: Some countries along the Persian Gulf fear 
the current situation should develop into a greater crisis, the 
invaded by Iran. Is their fear well founded? The president repli 


pointing out that as long as they do not commit aggression agai 

will not attack them, and said: "If Iraq had not attacked and 
aggression against Iran, we would not have attacked Iraq. Th: ntr 
the Persian Gulf are our potential friends, and they have alway 

that they wish to have good relations with the Islamic Repub! 

have accepted this and agree to it." 


The Great Satan 














president's views on this. The President replied: "These are exactly the words 


used by our enemies in their propaganda against us. The reason why we did 
not agree to these peace proposals is because they were unjust. We believe 
that justice has a higher value than peace. There are many people and 
countries who give up peace and go tc war to achieve justice. Therefore, 
if a peace proposal is not just, it is unacceptable." 


“Because of the war, our construction | rram has not been completed. Our 
worthy and special youth and our Hezbollah forces are today on the battle fields. 
If there were no war, there would be prosperity in all corners of our land. 
The day that the war ends will | the day o rreat construction begins. 
Therefore, there is no reasor y we sh lIdnot welcom in end to the war. rhe 
tirmmess of our rule will then be clear ; thousands of people all over this 
country, wit h hich they today mar st in fighting and in 
martyrdom o1 le fie would tur nstructis the country. 

Were to a 

me an 

then 


subm lt 
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SOVIET GAINS IN GULF TURMOIL CREATED BY REGIME PREDICTED 
London KEYHAN in Persian 29 Jan 8/7 p 6 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Now there is no doubt any more as to who is reaping the benefits and who 

is suffering the loss in this endless war of friction between Iran and Iraq. What 
is certain is that the loss will be shared by both nations of Iran and Irag and 
their future generations while others will reap the benefits, the easy boons which 
will be gained by the arms smugglers and other dealers of war equipment will be 
quite imaginable. After the entry of the arms dealer, the intervention will ex- 
pand to those countries who seek to extend their political and economic influence 
and then it goes beyond that and reaches the realm of old policies of colonization. 


Nevertheless, the Iran-Iraq war, everyday and with each turn of events brings 
about new situations and in turn these new circumstances affect and change the 
political, military and social structure of the region. The newest of these trans- 
formations is going on right now in the Persian Gulf area. From the very begin- 
ning of the war until recently, Iraqi policy was aimed at expanding its war with 
the Islamic Republic to all the Persian Gulf countries first, then spread the war 
to all the Arab countries and finally fan out over the entire world. The reason 
for internationalizing the war was *o allow the vulnerable Iraq, which itself 
faces a more powerful opponent who enjoys a wider choice of economic and human 
resources, the assurances of other supporters in a war of unknown outcome. How- 
ever, this policy has been put aside by Baghdad for some time now. In other 
words, Iraq has achieved part of its objective in spreading the effects of the 
war to other countries. 


But with regard to the above there are also discernible changes in the policy 

of the Islamic Republic. The Islamic Republic, despite all the investments, human 
sacrifices, all the available resources and benefits of our nation and the country, 
as a result of ideologic narrow-mindedness and a lack of skill by the clerics’ 
government machinery and commandership, has not been able to defeat a far weaker 
enemy than itself and now following in the footsteps of Iraq, it tries to involve 
other countries of the region in the war. If Khomeyni's government succeeds in 
demonstrating that it is not only at war with Iraq, but with all the rest o. the 
smaller and larger countries of the region or even the big countries which support 
Iraq, then it will have an easier explanation to adduce in defense of its lack of 


i? 


a decisive victory. It is very easy to notice the indicative efforts of the Is- 
lamic Republic in dragging other Gulf states into the war: The propaganda and 








publicity organs of the clerics through the medium of their radio-television 
attacks have no qualms or compunction as to who will be the butt of their objective 
The Navy of the Islamic Republic, of which a large section of its possibilities 
have been charged to the Navy of the Guards Corps, no longer limits its activities 
to the inspection of commercial vessels in the free waters of the Gulf alone. 
Recently, the Navy announced that it is going to stop all the ships in the coastal 
waters of the Gulf and inspect their cargo. Until now, tens of commercial and 
non-commercial vessels in the waters close to the southern part of the Persian 





Gulf have been attacked by the missiles and 
More than ever before, the Islamic Republic 
and Oman of comprehensively supporting Iraq 
The announcement for holding the meeting of 


artillery fire of the Islamic Republic. 
accuses Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia 
and threatens them with vengeance. 

the Muslim nations in 


the heads oi 


Kuwait was like pouring gas over the fire of the blind anger of the Islamic Repub- 


) 


ic--now all 


at 


of the direct intervention of that country 
be fit or qualified for holding the meeting 
the armed forces of Khomeyni or his terrorist 


the diplomatic and publicity efforts of Khomeyni's regime are aimed 
proving that Kuwait is not a safe place for holding such a meeting and because 
[Kuwait |] 


in the Iran-Iraq war, it won't 
[t is farfetched to 


carrying 


there. iot see 


out 


units some operatiors 


in Kuwait in order to prove the claim of the Islamic Republic. In reality, the 
[slamic Republic fears the consequences of holding such a meeting in Kuwait, which 
has by now become ever more clear through the vcrbal and actual support, will vote 
in favor of Iraq. 

[he expansive belligerency of the [Islamic Republic in the Persian Gulf during the 
last few weeks has created new changes in this region, which in itself is worthy 
of attention. Right now the pressure from international economic sources and 
other maritime companies on all the southern states of the Persian Gulf has in- 


creased to force them into creating a common 
against Iran's transgression. It seems that 
wil leave no other choice for the countries 
solution. On the other hand, in case 


iere is the possibility that the Gulf 
ymarently had no military significance, will 


T 
t 
than 


Cooperation Council, which until 


mii itary force to defend their ships 
continuation of these threats 
the region but to accept this 


the 


‘ 
Oj 


the prevailing explosive situation persists, 


now ap- 


move toward a military pact more so 


before Of course, it should be noted that the smaller states of the region 
are not interested in vesting too much power in this council--since they do not 
consider the hegemony and lordship of Saudi Arabia very conducive to their internal 
and foreign independence: [he conclusion of a military pact between the Littoral 
Arab states of the Persian Gulf, in reality will make them a partner in the in- 
tricate web of onerous difficulties of the defense of Saudi Arabia and its interest 
while there won't be any guaranty for a counterdefense. 
Furthermore, the disclosure of the secret relations between the United States 
ind the Islamic Republic and particularly the delivery of arms by the United States 
to the Islamic regime has caused serious damage to Washington's credibility in 
the Persian Gulf area--a credibility which has gone downhill since the downfall 
of the shah. The Arab states of the Persian Gulf no longer have confidence and 
the trust that in case of a serious encounter with the Islamic Republic the United 


States will 


def ense. 


effectively and sincerely support them 


and thus get involved in their 





The uproar regarding the delivery of incorrect satellitic information or er- 
roneot's information pertaining to the concentration of Iranian forces to Iraq, 
together with the sale of arms to Iran and new revelations concerning the moderate 
elements of Khomeyni's government have all helped to present a chameleonic and 

an untrustworthy picture of the United States to the nations of the region. 


Under such circumstances one of the long-term perils which threaten the Persian 
Gulf and all the countries of the region, becomes more evident with each passing 
day: The expansion of the political and military influence of the Soviet Union. 
Overall prevailing conditions and constant changes in the situation have brought 
about favorable circumstances for the Soviet Union. The oil-producing and often 
vulnerable countries of the Persian Gulf, despite their own will are turning to 
the Soviet Union and entrust their internal security and stability and the defense 
of their foreign interests, with a pledge of friendship to the Kremlin. The es- 
tablishment of diplomatic relations between the United Arab Emirates and the 
Soviet Union, which was reulized recently, is a vivid example of this gravitation 
towards Moscow. Kuwait has had cordial relations with the Soviet Union for a long 
time. Now the political observers don't consider it too farfetched that even 
Saudi Arabia, in one way or another will try to create a balance in its foreign 
policy by establishing relations with the Soviet Union. 


In short, the Islamic Republic and its belligerent and incendiary policies in 

the Persian Gulf, once more has provided the greatest long-term and strategic 

gains for the Soviet Union. Perhaps the long cherished wish and goal of the Soviet 
Union, namely its dominance and ascendancy for the warm waters of the Persian Gulf, 
which was once thought to be only possible through the occupation of the inter- 
vening countries or after the establishment of soctalist revolutions in these 
countries, could be realized now in a less complicated and simpler way through 

the birth and the continuation of the Islamic Republic. 


[It wouldn't be too surprising at all if the soul of Peter the Great and that of 
all the czars after him rejoice in amazement as to how an Ayatollah eased the 
way for the execution of his historical will. The vicissitudes of time create 
wonders! 
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LRKAN 


NEMRODI'S VIEWS ON COUNTRY'S 'MODERATES' DISCUSSED 
London KEYHAN in Persian 29 Jan 87 p 6 
{London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Mr Nemrodi, who acted as an intermediary in the negotiations between the 
United States and the officials of the Islamic Republic, in an article which has 
recently been published in the U.S. press and a translation of which appears be- 
low, has divulged some new facts. 


Here it: should be noted that Mr Nemrodi was born in a Persian-Jewish family, he 
knows the language and is also fond of Persian literature and poetry. He considers 
himself an Iranian and thus he is acquainted with many of our countrymen. 


The first point made clear by Mr Nemrodi in this article is that some of the top 
Islamic officials initiated these talks and in their messages to the American of- 
ficials have sought--despite the existence of the artificial anti-Western atmos- 
phere in Iran and that more than anybody else the left-wingers and fanatic elements 
promote it--to restore relations with the West. And in turn the U.S. represen- 
tatives after the conclusion of negotiations in London, which have still remained 
in a shroud of secrecy, relayed the message to the U.S. government. 


Another point, which reflects the statements of the Islamic representatives in 
these talks, indicates that many of the top-ranking officials of the regime have 
come to the conclusion that they cannot run the country for a long time to come 
under the confused state of affairs which prevail now, particularly the death of 
Ayatollah Khomeyni or an end to the war could herald new beginnings. They have, 
in their messages conceded to the fact that the country lacks a powerful central 
government and that the passage of eight years has not brought about a lawful and 
correct relationship among the various chaotic government organizations, the di- 
versified [slamic foundations or the committees. And that the only reason for 
the stability of the regime is the presence of Khomeyni, the continuation of the 
war with Iraq and the suppression, the censorship and the fright and horror which 
reigns over the land. 


Another more important point which has been conceded to by this wing of the Is- 
lamic regime or as Mr Nemrodi puts it the moderate elements, is that under pre- 
sent conditions, with the death of Khomeyni, or any other event which might dis- 
rupt this half-baked unity, a perilous destiny awaits the country. Either the 
country will be snatched by the Soviet Union, which now watches every conceivable 
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events in [ran and thus there would be an end to its independence, or else we 
will have another Lebanon with an unknown, deadly and an ominous future. 


Mr Nemrodi asserts that the statements of the moderates of the Islamic regime 
are quite sincere and that they know full well that without reliance and a re- 
lationship with the West their future or that of their country does not seem to 
be too bright. 


Certainly what Nemrodi has written seems to be true since he is well acquainted 
with the moderates and perhaps the radicals and is quite familiar with their line 
of thoughts and their anxieties. But one must see if the Islamic moderates really 
believe in what they say? And if they do believe in what they say, do they have 
the guts to utter it? Or whether they are just trying to seek a remedy for a 
rainy day and buttress theix future positions. 


If these moderates are those who think that they can run the country by beiieving 

in the regime of the theocratic rule, force and coercion, guards and Komiteh agents, 
filling up of the prisons, breaking the pens and causing millions of noble Iranians 
to flee the country, then they ought to know that even if they get the whole power 
of the West behind them they won't get anywhere. The same way that we all witnessed 
when the American people found out about the relationship of their government with 
the regime of the clerics how they raised a hue and cry aginst their president and 
the government and showed that U.S. public opinion and the West as a whole cannot 
establish a friendly relationship with this regime, no matter how important or 
beneficial this relationship can be. 


We have no doubt that in Iran and within the government organizations of the re- 
gime there are certain thoughtful individuals who away from all the hullabaloo 
and ballyhoo think about the freedom and future of the country and they know full 
well that neither the Islamic regime nor the theocratic rule is going to last nor 
there is any truth to the universality of the Islamic revolution. The only thirg 
which is more obvious than anything else is an uncertain and dark future--a path 
leading to another example similar to Lebanon or being devoured by cummunism. 


We are quite sure that even though the number of such thoughtful people among the 
top-ranking officials of the regime is not very large but it does comprise the 
majority of the great Iranian nation, and the great majority of 2.5 million skilled 
Iranian intellectuals, directors, managers and producers who are living abroad 

and can have an effective role in the reconstruction of the future Iran. As long 
as the regime's moderates talk about the future and a relationship with the West 
behind the closed doors of Tehran's Hilton or London's Dorchester Hotel they can 
not add any hope or enthusiasm for the future of Iran nor can they make the West 
believe their good intention. 


What is important and can carry through the statements and vies of Mr Nemrodi 
is that the moderates prove their presence and accept the responsibility. 
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IRAN 


FADLALLAH AFFIRMS ISLAM A NEW POWER IN WORLD POLITICS 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 4 Dec 86 p 10 


[Text] Alameh [The erudite] Seyyed Mohammad Hoseyn Fadlallah, one of the dis- 
tinguished scholars of Lebanon in an interview with the Lebanese weekly AL-AHAD 
expressed his opinion about the Islamic movement in the world, the Islamic re- 
sistance in Lebanon, che propaganda of the mass media of the world arrogance 
against the Islamic Republic of Iran, the export of the Islamic revolution and 
Islamic solidarity. 


In this interview, in response to the question as to how he evaluates the Islamic 
movement, Alameh Seyy2d Mohammad Hoseyn Fadlallah said: The Islamic movement in 
the world has propounded Islam as a new and active force in world politics. This 
Islamic movement resisted the world arrogance and the Islamic revolution in Iran 
brought forth the climax of the Islamic motion. n reality, this revolution was 
like an earthquake which came to pass in regional and world politics. 


The Islamic motion in Lebanon was inspired by the Islamic revolution in Iran and 
the Lebanese Muslims resisted international plans such as the Altantic Charter 

in Lebanon and Zionism which tried to make Lebanon into a base for the protection 
of its own interests in the region. 


Along with the Islamic motion in Lebanon, the Islamic motion in Afghanistan also 
resisted the Soviet occupiers. In Asia, West Arab Africa, Egypt and Iraq the 
Islamic movement was revived. The Islamic motion in Egypt resisted Sadat and 
the Zionists. Alameh Fadlallah went on to add: If all the Muslims in the world 
resisted the Zionist movement, they could annihilate Israel. 


As regards the Islamic resistance in Lebanon, Alameh Fadlallah stated: The Is- 
lamic resistance in Lebanon is carried out within the framework of group and 
party motion. In order to resist the Zicuists it is better to abolish this frame 
work and expand the resistance movement, since until now the Islamic resistance 
has left its mark on Lebanon and its new generation and enhanced the resistance 
spirit of the people. It is for this reason that we see that the young Pales- 
tinians in occupied Palestine were inspired by the Islamic resistance in Lebanon 
and gained certain victories against the Zicnists. Alameh “adlallah added: We 
must not be deluded by the victories we've obtained so far, since the world ar- 
rogance propaganda tries to fill us with that delusion and then stands by and 
watches the downfall of the Islamic resistance. 
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Alameh Fadlallah in answer to a question regarding the mass media propaganda of 
the world arrogance against the Islamic Republic of Iran said: The Islamic Re- 
public has not changed its policy line and I believe that there is no tug of war 
for power in Iran and that the mass media propaganda cannot reflect the truth in 
this regard. 


Alameh Mohammad Hoseyn Fadlallah with regard to the export of the Islamic revo- 
lution stated: The export of the revolution does not mean taking up a sword and 
attacking the enemy, but the true export of revolution means preparing the ground 
in this and that country for its export in order to obtain positive results. We 
believe that the revolution consists of contemplation, program and motion. Natu- 
rally the proper contemplation will be changed to a program and in turn the pro- 
gram will merge into motion, and this needs a precise investigation of all the 
revolutionary conditions which is intended for export. 


As regards IsJamic solidarity, Alameh Fadlallah said: The assembly and congre- 
gation of Muslim scholars in Lebanon is the best example for the Islamic unity 

in Lebanon. The congregation of Muslim scholars in Lebanon encompasses scholars 
from all the religions who get together and investigate the Muslim issues and so 
far this assembly of scholars has created an atmosphere of unity and broken many 
barriers. We believe that the congregation of Muslim scholars has taken positive 
steps and we don't believe that this assemblage has faced a defeat. Our duty is 
to strengthen such a conclave. 
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LRAN 


MONTAZERI ADVOCATES MILITARY TRAINING FOR ALL 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 1 Dec 86 p 2 


[Text] Qom--KEYHAN correspondent: Yesterday afternoon, on the threshold of the 
dispatch of the Mohammad [peace be upon him] army, the pioneers of this army com- 
posed of formerly-dispatched members and newly trained individuals from the Guards 
Mobilization Corps of Qom region, together with a number of local officials were 
received by the grand Ayatollah Montazeri, who in a speech emphasized the need 

for defense against the superpowers and other infidels and asked the authorities 
to generalize military training among all the strata of people. 


According to a report by our correspondent, at this meeting while the grand Aya- 
tollah Montazeri pointed to the fact that the exalted Lord has naturally equipped 
all living beings with a defense mechanism, stated: Likewise, in the world com- 
munity if a nation wants to stand on its own feet, it has to have the proper de- 
fensive force and the Islamic society as a whole is based on this principle. 
Therefore, if a nation wants to gain control and run its own affairs, whether 
political, cultural or economic, it needs to be equipped with defensive means 
against its internal and foreign enemies. 


He further quoted some verses from the holy Koran, and divided Islam's enemies 
into two groups: The first group includes those foreigners against whose invasions 
the Islamic regime, which is in charge of the government administration, has to 
be equipped with a large number of Muslim combatants and military equipment. Of 
course such procurements and provisions should not be used to stage an assault 

on others or used as a commodity for commerce, like the way some of the capitalist 
countries produce war equipment for the purpose of trade and aggression on weaker 
nations and if it happens that there is no war going on in the world for a short 
time and their weapons and arms products accumulate in their arsenals then they 
instigate a mad individual like Saddam to weaken the [Islamic Republic and at the 
same time give them the opportunity to sell their military equipment. On the con- 
trary, our military weapons should help keep us strong so that no other power like 
the United States, the Soviet Union or other infidels dare to trespass on any of 
the Islamic nations. 


He went on to add: The second group, which cannot be distinguished by us, is a 
fifth column which is active within the country for the foreigners and they are 
the ones who stab us in the back. These people, like their masters, have all 
become frightened by the great and enormous power of the country and for this 
reason their plots have come to naught. 
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IRAN 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCES HARSHER DEALINGS WITH DRUG SMUGGLERS 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 11 Dec 86 p 4 


[Interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Ansari, director of prisons, security and 
educational measures, by CENTRAL NEWS UNIT; date and place not specified] 


[Text] In an exclusive interview with the correspondent of the CENTRAL NEWS 
UNIT, Hojjat ol-Eslam Ansari, the director of the organization of prisons and 
security and educational measures of the country, who traveled to Semnan, made 
the above statement and added: Since global oppressors and their vocal and 
nonvocal supporters in the country have engaged a conspiracy against the 
Islamic revolution which threatens to annihilate our young generation in the 
trap of narcotics, the bill to punish narcotics smugglers, following the 
ratification of its general points, is now being discussed in the judicial 
committee of the Majlis. The punishment for narcotics smugglers will be 
increased. We have also prepared an expansive program regarding protessional 
smugglers and addicts. For example, in addition to the island that has been 
prepared for addicts, another island in the Persian Gulf has been equipped for 
such persons. Here, I will take the opportunity to warn the Hezbollah nation 
to be alert. The agents of global oppression are trying to strike out against 
the revolutionary spirit of our young people through narcotics smuggling. 
These elements must be identified and reported to the judicial and 
intelligence agencies. 


In regards to programs for the education, training and employment of prisoners 
upon their release, he said: Following the establishment of the organization 
of prisons in early 1365 [21 March 1986-20 March 1987], central offices of 
prisons were established in most provinces. The rehabilitation of convicts 
will be carried outthrough their taking charge of prisons and appointing the 
officials. In this connection, educational programs in the prisons, including 
job training, will be provided for those who need technical] and job training. 
Also, ideological, political, moral, scientific, and literacy training, as 
well as all educational programs that are needed to raise the level of 
scientific, religious, and moral knowledge to essentially reform the education 
of persons, especially convicts, will be carried out. After the prisoners are 
released, even though their employment will not be the responsibility of the 
organization of prisons, we can provide assistance through social workers, 
which will include providing the grounds for the employment of freed prisoners 
in the government sector, the cooperatives or the private sector. Also, 
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coordination between the banks and executive organizations will be created to 
ensure that reformed prisoners, upon being introduced by the organization of 
prisons, will have the necessary facilities to enable them not to return to 
crime. 


He added: In this connection, a meeting was also held with the Cabinet, in 
which a report was given on the situation with regard to prisoners released in 
the past, who have for the most part been dragged into crime due to their lack 
of social acceptance. The decision was made that a special headquarters would 
be started in the Ministry of Labor to absorb the released, unemployed 
prisoners and to investigate this problem. He added: With regard to the 
continued education of released prisoners, particularly minigroup prisoners, 
who have repented in prison and are eligible for pardon, a session was held 
last week in the supreme council of the cultural revolution. Upon the 
approval of this council and by the decree of the president, a committee 
comprised of several representatives of the organization of prisons will be 
held to investigate the cases of students who have been jailed because of 
their political affiliation with corrupt minigroups and then released, to 
enable those who are in a desirable situation ideologically and morally to 
continue their education. In regards to the continuation of the education of 
high school students or those who have been jailed and whose high school 
education is not complete, with the cooperation of the Ministry of Education, 
we began classes in the minigroup prisons in Tehran last year. Examinations 
were carried out regularly, both last year and this year, and degrees were 
awarded to them. Considering the success of the plan, he expressed hope that 
this plan will be implemented throughout the country and that those who meet 
the requirements for continuing their education in prison will be provided 
with the necessary facilities. 


The director of the organization of prisons of the country continued this 
interview, and in resard to the pardoning of prisoners, he said: In the area 
of minigroups, the main criteria is their reform and repentance, to ensure 
that their release will not be a detriment to the society. In regards to 
prisoners in general, the criteria for pardon is that punishment and 
incarceration have had a positive effect on their moral character. In 
connection with pardoning prisoners convicted of narcotics smuggling, he said: 
Pardons may occur among the less serious offenders, but expansive plans are 
being made to increase the punishment for narcotics smugglers, which will be 
implemented as soon as it has been prepared. 


In the area of the classification of offenders, he said: Our essential steps 
in the area of classifying offenders can be based on various indices, in an 
effort to lower the numbers in prisons and enable those who do not need to be 
in prison to be pardoned or receive a conditional] release. In connection with 
the rehabilitation of offenders and purging the society of crime, he requested 
that all officials and all the people help the organization of prisons and the 
affiliated institutions in this great humanitarian issue. Pointing out that 
offenders must not be looked at with criticism and hatred and that many of 
those who have committed crimes are victims of their intellectual and cultural 
deprivation, he asked for the people's kindness and cooperation with the 
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officials to prepare the grounds for the return to the society of those 
individuals who have repented. 


He added: Every stratum of the society can help the prisoners in some way. 
For example, professors and physicians can help guide and treat prisoners in 
prisons. People, too, with their financial support, can strengthen the 
society for the protection of prisoners, which exists in every city. He 
added: We are preparing and implementing an expansive program to create labor 
camps instead of prisons. At the present, one-fifth of all offenders in the 
country's prisons are working in workshops and factories. Ninety percent of 
these units are helping to provide the needs of the war fronts. Of course, 
the employed prisoners are paid a salary to take care of the needs of their 
families. 


10 ,000 
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[Article by Aurangzeb] 


i Text ] 


- with the parliamentary 
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LAHORE, Jan. 24:.The first. 
ever contact between the top lea- 
dership of the MRD and the parlia- 
mentary opposition group the 
National Assembly was held here 
on Saturday. 
Syed Fakhar Imam, Illahi Bux 
Soomro and Javed Hashmi, call- 
ed on Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan 
and discussed with him the pre- 
vailing political situction in the 
country. The meeting, which last- 
ed an hour and a half, has been des- 
or as very “fruitful and use- 
fu Nag 
Nawabzada Nasrullah talking to 
‘The Muslim’ after this meeting, 
said, ‘The MRD is going to hold an 
emergency meeting, the date for 
which wi be announced soon after 
consultations with other leaders of 
the component parties."".Consulta- 
tions have already be in this 
connection, with Malik Qasim, Sec- 
retary-General of the MRD, who 
met the Nawabrada in the evenin 
Commenting on the meeting 
osition 
members, Nawabzada Nasrullah 
said that the critical situation, with 
special reference to the ethnic riots 
in Karachi and Hyderabad and the 
massing of Indian forces on the bor- 
oe had forced A MRD and 
rilament ° tion group to 
een take honieet. He sig nat 
like the MRD, they also hoped for 
an improvement in the current s+ 
tuation. He did not say whether 
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there would be any further 
mectings with the IPG or not. 

The MRD leader said that the 
members of the National Assembly 
from the opposition benches were 
in full agreement with the MRD’s 
view that the non-representative go- 
vernment at the federal and provin- 
cial levels were incapable of deal- 
ing with the crisis facing the 
country, and that no positive de- 
velopments could be expected as 
long as political parties outside the 
MRD. He said that there was an ur- 

nt need for a leadership above po- 
Bical and personal prejudices 
which could inspire the nation 
to forge unity. He said that it was 
very unforwnate that Gen. Zial 
Haq did not respect pu dlic opinion 
and appeared to take pride in this 
attitude. 

Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, ex- 
pressing Concern over the situation 
aod _ it = the Raps of all 

triotic people to make every pos- 
vible effort to unitedly face these 
critical developments. He regretted 
the ernment's decision to de- 
tain Khan Abdul Wali Khan and 
restrict the movement of Ghousi 


Bux Bizenjo. 


Commenting on the massing of 
Indian forces, he said that it porten- 
ded very dangerous consequences 
for Pakistan. Elaborating his oint 
he said that concentration of forces 
on the borders had encouraged the 
anti-Pakistan elements. 
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COMMENTARY SUGGESTS WAYS TO EVOLVE CONSENSUS ON ISSUES 
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[Article by Syed Fakhar Imam] 


[Text ] 


The recent burst of violence in 
Karachi has struck at the 
very core of Pakistani society. 
There are growing signs of de- 
spair, insecurity and, worse 
still, outright alienation with 
the existing political order. 
The present crisis of confiden- 
ce is unparalleled in Pakistan; 
a state that has been lurching 
from one crisis to the other 
eversince its creation. 


RECONCILIATION 


Small wonder that the pro 
ets ne doom are —— ait 
easingly disconcerting forecasts; 
creating — at a time when the 
country is faciig a grave geopoliti- 
cal situation can hardly be con- 
doned. With guarded optimism, we 
believe that the current situation in 





the country can prove to be the 
moment for a national reconcili- 
ation, a reconciliation arrived at 
after a dispassionate, stock-taking 
of our troubled past four decades 
of existence and, above all, a 
ee to consult and compro- 
mise in the interests of our national 
solidarity. 

The inception of Pakistan, as 
is well known was marked by all 
manner of difficulties. These inclu- 
ded the setting up of a central gove- 
mment apparatus, the resettling of 
millions of refugees, building an 
industrial infrastruc not to; 
mention the Kashmir and the canal ’ 


water disputes with in During 
the first decade of dence 
while Pakistan struggled uncertai- 
nly to establish a viable state str- 
ucture, major national issues were 
settled in an arbitrary or, at best, 
an extremely cursory manner. We 
are still paying the price, and a 
et c at -* or decisions 
taken our early managers. 
For instance, if most of the Svis 
‘Wwe issues of parity, of representa- 
tion between a and East Pakis- 
tan, the ‘One Unit’ system that 
symbol of Sindhi, Pathan and Bal- 
uch resentments against ‘Punjabi 
dominance’- might not have reared 
its head so early on in the history 
of Pakistan. 

Yet the roots of Punjabi domin- 
ance’ and this needs emphasising, 
cannot be traced to the working 
of the Pakistan political process 
such a process has never really 
existed - but in the institutional 
form which the state came to assu- 
me in the fifties and, more empha- 
tically, after the imposition of Ay- 
ub’s Martial Law in 1958. In so 
far a8 the Punjab can at all be rega- 
rded as the ‘dominant’ province 
of Pakistan, it is a dominance under- 
written by the unfettered exercise 
of state oe rye | by a preponder- 
antly Punjabi civil bureaucracy and 
afmy. This in short has been the 
essence of Pakistan's national dile- 
mma; the recent stirrings of ethnic 
or linguistic nationalisms are simp 
ly its most powerful effects. . 

- Viewing Pakistan's problems in 
these terms is not intended to deny 
the reality of non-Punjabi provincial 


grievances. Rather it is to focus atten 
tion on the source of the problems 
in order that we may al! agree to ma- 
ke a concerted effort towards bui- 
Iding an authentic national consen 
sus. 
| It is no secret that the grievances 
of the non-Punjabi provinces stem 
from lack of adequate repre sentation, 
for the Sindhis and the Baluch in 
particular, within the federal bure- 
aucracy and the army. These, predict- 
ably enough have been accentuated 
by the suspension of constitutional 
government for prolonged periods of 
time. In the absence of either repre- 
sentative government or a legitimate 
political process, the Sindhis and the 
Baluch alike have been forced to look 
for options outside the existing stru- 
cture of the Pakistan state. And this 
despite the fact that the federal gove- 
‘mment has on occasion sought to 
appease these provinces with subven. 
ons as well as separate allocation: 
or development projects. 

Clearly, then, — fits of fina- 
neial largesse by the federal governm- 
ent are inadequate if not altogether 
meaningless. There can be no subst- 
jitute for the sharing of real political 
power, matched by an increasing 
availability of financial resources for 
all the constituents units of the Pak- 
istani state. What is needed is a genu- 
line change of attitude on the part of 
‘the federal government in both the 
political as well as the financial 
‘spheres of policy-making. To facili- 
tate such a change it is imperative 
that the government meets the foll- 
owing conditions. 
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First, the elected representatives 
have to be taken into confidence 
and allowed to assess Pakistan's 
defence requirements; these curren- 
tly account for as much as 50% of 
the annual national budget. 

Secondly, it is essential to instit- 
utionalise the increased availability 
of financial resources to the provin- 
ces as a matter of right. One way to 
do so is to increase. Rate 
nate share of the Annual Developm- 
ent Programmes. Whereas at the 
moment the federal government 
spends 80% of the , its share 

ould be limited to no more than 
60%. In turn the provincial gover- 
nments should allocate 10% of the 
ADP to the local councils so that 
they can carry out their functions 
and responsibilities more effectively. 
The devolution of political and fin- 
ancial pases will make the citi- 
zens of this country more aware of 
the efficiency or otherwise of the 
government and help him or her 
evaluate the performance of the 
elected representative before the 
next generalelections = “* © 

‘Thirdly, provisions have to be 
made to recruit personnel belong- 
ing to areas that have been un- 
represented in the federal bureau- 
cracy and the army. This alone 
will enable the people of Pakistan, 
irrespective of regional or linguistic 
affinities, to develop a national 
as opposed’ to a separatist, out 
look. 

Fourthly it is time the govern- 
ment recognises the need to 
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restore the’ sanctity of judicial 
processes, so badly marred by 
artisan interests. No country, 
et alone Pakistan can afford to 
do without a pa geared 
exclusively to safeguarding 
the constitutional rights of the 
people, independent of political 
an ‘ideological pressures. 


NEGOTIATION 


Fifth the government can no 
longer avoid facing up to the issue 
of a general election prior to 
1990. They must now negotiate 
with the political forces both in- 
side and outside the assemblies and 
arrive at an agreed schedule for 
national elections. 

Finally, it is absolutely im- 

rative thar the point of view of 

e people of Pakistan become 

the essential ingredient of the 
government's policy formulations 
on the geopolitical situation con- 
fronting the country. 





All this can only materialise 
when we seek solutions based 
upon a ational _ consensus, 
through the process of an undis- 
puted one election, in which 
volitical’ forces have - participated 
and as a result of which a govern- 
ment is constituted ~ which 
addresses itself to the all-important 
issue of how power is to be shared. 





The writer is a former Speaker 
of the National Assembly. | 
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olideal endl, ee 
cou 
Pode violence, has subsided in the 
two major towns of Sind, the cri- 
ming! activities of the dacoits have 
pak saree tetera 
an c 
ing the authorities to plan fresh 
tions to crush the 


armed operc 
desperadoes. 
"hee to the reports pour 
ing in from Dadu, on 


days alone, over a dozen ts 
of serious naure have taken place 
in the ad wu of te 


above districts. Mehar Nasirabad, 
Qamar and Matiari were reported 
to be the areas worst affected by 
dacoities and kidnappin The 
latest incident of kidna g was 
reported from Matiari, a town near 
Hyderabad, where two traders 
were made hostages Sunday night 
7? pie of eight armed bandits. 

idnappers have reportedly 
crossed the River Indus into the 
mountains of Dadu. The DIG and 
SSP Hyderabad visited the site 
Monday and despatched a police 
force to chase the bandits and try 
to recover the hostages for whose 
freedom the dacoits have demanded 
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heavy ransom. A couple of days 
earlier a well armed gang of dacoit 
Kadoo Sargani of Sukkur jai— bre ak 
fame, had ransacked the Nasirabad 
town of Larkana District and 
managed to escape after looting 
the main City Bazar. They also 


kidnapped some grs after 
killing the driver of a wagon on the 
Indus Highway. 


Several such incidents have been 


reported from the vitiages of Dadu 
and Larkana District where during 
an armed encounter with the 
dacoits two cops were wounded on 
Monday night. The law enforcing 
agencies raided some _ villages 
where the dacoits were reportedly 
hiding but their attempts proved 
futile since not a single notorious 
bandjt was roundedup. 

In the wake of the resurgence 
of dare-devil robberies, the Sind 
Police authorities are planning fresh 
strategy to cope with the situation. 

The newly posted DIG Police 
Hyderabad informed the newsmen 
Monday that an effective anti 
dacoit operation would be carried 
out in Dadu District early next 
week for which the planning was 
under way. The DIG expressed 
the hope that the narcotic dens 
which sprung in Hyderabad 
Division after the Sohrab Goth 
mop up operation woul, +-~.: be 
uprooted. 
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BRIEFS 


ACTION AGAINST TRIBESMEN URGED--Peshawar, Jan 24--Prime Minister Mohammad 
Khan Junejo has expressed his satisfaction over the precautionary measures 
initiated in the Khyber Agency and has directed the provincial administra- 
tion to be peaceful and reasonable with the misled tribesmen until it is 
no longer possible to be patient. He asked the officials not to leave the 
things half done if a need arose to teach the rebellious tribesmen a 
lesson. Meanwhile, the paramilitary troops made their presence felt in 
the Bara tehsil of Khyber Agency today as the tanks manned by soldiers 

and armoured personnel carriers patrolled the area. It was more of a 
deterrent move to eep the remnants of the Afridi Tribal 'Labhkar' at bay 
and to display the ability of the government that it will no more allow 
them to harass the loyal tribesmen. The 'Lashkar' held its daily jirga 

in the Malikdinkhel area despite the heightened official presence. The 
tribesmen asked ali the Afridi Maliks and elders to present themselves 
before the ‘Lashkar’ tomorrow. It was also decided to postpone the burning 
of the house of one Haji Malang Zakhakhel today and instead accomplish the 
task tomorrow. A school in the Bara area was closed today and the school] 
children join the agitators for a while. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM 

in English 25 Jan 87 p 1] /9317 


TRIBESMEN THREATEN CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE--Peshawar, Jan 24--A big public 
meeting at Timargarha in Dir district has threatened that the people will 
resort to civil disobedience if Dir was not transformed into a tribal 
agency by March 20. Some other resolutions of the meeting advocated the 
rights to cultivate the crops of their choice including poppy, lifting of 
the ban on movement of timber for construction purposes in Dir, and 
enforcement of Islamic system in their district. The public meeting, 
addressed by Haji Rafiq, Abdur Raqib, Muhammad Rahim and Malik Amir Bacha 
was held at Timargarha chowk after the people had succeeded in securing 
the release of one Abdul Hameed, who was arrested a few days back for 
killing Hazrat Umar to revenge his father's murder. Abdul Hameed had 
presented himself to the police after committing the crime. A complete 
strike was observed at Timargarha and the district administration was 
compelled to unconditionally release Abdul Hameed in keeping with the 
decision of a jirga. The protest march was led by Haji Muhammad Rafiq, 

a defeated candidate for the provincial assembly in the 1985 polls. 
[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 25 Jan 87 p 8] /9317 


99 











ZIA ON WALI KHAN--Kuwait, Jan 26-- During his talk with Pakistanis here 
last night, one Pakistani asked the President why had the government 
allowed a free hand to such anti-Pakistan elements as G.M. Syed, Wali 
Khan and Ghaffar Khan. In his reply President Zia agreed that these 
elements should be dealt with firmly. But he advised the questioner not 
to be over perturned. He said Pakistan was created with the blessings 
of Almighty Allah and he is its protector. Not one or two Wali Khans 
but even a dozen like him can do no harm to this God's gift, he added.-- 
PPI [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Jan 87 p 1] /9317 
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